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Deanest,

My, but you are §ull of questions! Perhaps 1 can be equally §ull of
answerns. At any aate 1'LL thy, stonting with the most impontant question,
that of my dis e.

The ain 48 naturally §ull of numons, most of which agree that Little
credit will be given for overnseas service. A quanten point per month
48 the figune most often quoted. There is a persistent, and apparently
well-founded story that the new system will be announced on the 15th
0§ this month, and that commencing the §inst of October, the score will
be neduced fwo points per month.

1§ this 48 thwe, T would be stanted back by Dec. 1. . . .

Within a week aften 1 get my points, 1 should be on my way. Count
gour days for the trip, another week getting §rom SF to Camp Wéllace, Texas,
about a month §rom the time 1 get my points to the time T will be in
Austin commencing my terminal Leave.

We can be marnied just as soon as 1 get back Lo Austin. There 48
no point in waiting around is there? We can then take our honeymoon
during the §inst part of my terminal Leave.

I'm in favorn of a daytime wedding, too. That way we can get moving
on our honezzoon before we are Loo dead tired. Incidentally, 1 think
the couple have more nights in the wedding day than the general pubfic.
In othen wonds, honey, after we have stood around being gracious to
Aunt 80 & 80, and 1 have put up with the usual conny jokes §rom the
male section, Lets get out of therel

I am a member of ALL Saints" congregation, although a non-attending
member for some yearns. My sisten Mary was mamried in ALL Saints" Chapel.
It 48 a perfectly satisfactory place to be mawied, if you wish it. . . . .
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Here are some statistics about my family. Mary Virnginia, an MD,
is mawied to Gay Vaughn Cannoll, MD. They have two daughters,
Liteian Lee, 7, and Jane, 4. Their home is in Houston.

Sanah is a geneticist, and hen husband, Alan Pipkin, 4is a
parnisitologist (PhD, Tulane Med.) They have a son, Alan Jr., 3, and
andther child is expected this month. He 48 siL in the Navy, and
they have no peumanent address at present.

My only Living gradnparent is Mothern's mother, Mrs. Vinginia Lee Green,
of Waco. She had four daughters and three sons. One daughter died 4in
infancy, s4ix grew; up. Four have children. Mother's sister, Mrs. Frank Ramey,
of Stamfond, Texas, has two children, Frank Jn.,29, and Virginia Lee, 31.
Cannoll Green, of Waco, has two sons, Jimmy, 10, and _ *, 7. Bachman Greer
died Last yean, Leaving Bachman Jn., 22 (mawried Lasf month), and
Genevieve, 17 (U of T §reshman Last year). Their home 48 in Waco, also.

These are the only §inst cousins 1 have in Texas. 1 have a second
cousin, Wendell Bedichek, who is editon of a couple of West Texas newspapers.
He has a son, Wendell Jr., about 6 on 7.

1 am shamefully ignorant of my relatives. . . .

Since you have never met my family, 1 think 1'LE dig up some snapshots
gorn you. ’

One fact which may on may not be interesting is that each of my
graddparents was bon in a different state, James Bedichek in West Va.,
his wife Lucretia EfLen Craven in Maryfand, James Gneer in Kentucky,
and Vénginia Lee in Louisiana. But they were all four teachers, AL
Lived to advanced ages except James Greer, who was killed by a horse at 47.

One Last item in this extremely disjointed affair. You may be
cundous about the onigin of my name. My great-great-grandfather was
born in Prague, was conscripted into Napoleon's anmy, and promptly desented
at the §inst opportunity by swimming the Rhein into Switzerland. Henre
this penniless nefugee manied the daughter of a well-to-do bungher of :
Besn named Ross (now where did that name come grom?). Their son, Frederick,
my great-grandfather, came to the U.S. So you see that although 1 §rnequently
boast of my Skavic ornigin, I am but 1/16 Stav. ’

*  Can't nememben the child's name; haven't seen him in years.



My appetite is 40 huge that 1 nearly perish §rom hunger between
meals. 1 get up at 0600 and twwn in at 2200 one week, and get up at
0900 and tun in at 0100 the next. Soon 1 will get two days a week
0f§. So you see T get plenty of sLeep. My actual working houns are

only about 10 per day.

1 shall §ind out about Columbia and Yale. Either would be quite
satisfactony to me. However, it Looks as though it might be a tight
squeeze Lo get in at midyean.

ooooooo

Tennis balls are readily available here . . . .

Your observations of the young men at Ft. Wiight were very interesiing.
Do you detect a note of "The wornld owes me a Living", 4in thein complaints?

ooooooo

Do keep up the §ine stream of Lettens. They do me all the good
in the wonkd.

September 9, 1945

ooooooo

The new point system has fust been announced, which gives me 43 %
on 43 % depending upon a small technicality. . . . .

The move 1 managed to wiggle out of was Guam. 1 don't particularly
carne fon -Guam. 1t is too hot and muggy. However, I might still go,
on T might go to Japan on China. The only neal objection is the fact
that the mail service would not be nearly as good. 1t might make a
difference of 3 weeks on a month in getiing back, too. As a consequence
1 am trying to avoid any such move. The only sceneny I am interested
in night now £8 my very Lovely fiancee. You were indeed sweet noi Lo
have pressed me forn details of confidential mattens duning the war. . . . .
There ane siLL some parts of my duties that 1 suppose I am not o tell
of for a while yet. But most of it I can.

1t {8 all too Long for a single Letter, but if you can stand it
in installments, 1'LL drop a bit grom Ltime to time.

My father wanted me to keep a diany, but negulations gorbade.
He nemembered how his father fongot the very interesting experiences
he had as a member of Quantrell's band duning the Civil War. Grandfather
Bedichek had a nemankable attraction for bullets, but a strong physique,
sdince he survived seven bullet wounds.



I had always heand how veterans nefused to talk of theirn experiences,
and 1 suppose the ones who have homrnible experiences do wish to fonget
them. My own experiences have not made me eithen neluctant on eager
to talk of them. 1 Like to talk, and if anyone wishes to hear of the
things 1 have seen on done in the Last foun years, 1'€L oblLige.

My active duty commenced in Nov. '41, in New Onleans, whene 1
was a member of the intelligence organization. 1 don't think 1 should
say veny much about this now, except that my work was concerned with
enemy submarine operations in the Gulf, and that it was very Linteresting.
In Sept. '42, 1 took a shornt cowwse in anti-submarine warnfare in Miami.

Shontly aften Peark Harbor, 1 applied for sea duty and was refected
s0Lely because of my duties. A few months Later I applied again, and
was ondered in Dec. '42 to Princeton Univ. fon a two-month cowuse.

1t was a sunprnisingly good counse, and 1 Liked the town, since
it was all "univernsity" and that made me feel at home. 1 nenewed the
acquaintanceship 1 had made with Dn. Dodd & his wife in 1939.

In Feb. '43 T was ondexed to Amphibious Forces, Atlantic Fleet
in Nonfolk, who assigned me to thaining duty at Solomons, Md. This
was my §inst acquaintanceship with this twly fantastic branch of the
Navy. Fantastic for the stupidity and inegficiency of the senion officerns,
and forn the heavy nesponsibilities given to young and green ofgicens.

September 11, 1945

I could certainly go to Japan on China if 1 wish, but if 1 ask
for it, this would be taken to mean that 1 don't care when I get ouf . . . .

. - * . * g [

Had a Lettern §rom Mrs. Graves today. Seems Chrys tuwned down a
chance £o be on the war eriminals prosecution staff at the Nuumbeng
trnials. She doesn't understand why. 1I'm going Lo tell her. Perhaps
people genenally do not undestand just how much we all want £o go home.

ALE my Life 1'LL nemember that ternible geeling 1 had going up
the ﬁoangwaz into the S S Matsonia forn the trnip back here in June. A
few houns before 1 had held you in my awms, and at the moment 1 was
Leaving without having any idea of when I'd see you again, except that
it would be months at best. 1 neally felt Like nunning away! ALL the
men have the same feeling.



Auwtoblography forn today:

The Chesapeake Bay is a Lovely place except for the cLimate, and
Solomons is a minorn nesont place, with summer houses in the trees along
the shone. 1 could have enjoyed my stay there, except for the management
of the base, which was stupid and covwpt. Any militarny onganization
{8 §ull of graft, but seldom is it as open and fLagrant as <t was at
Solomons. (The C.0. was removed while 1 was there, sent overseas Lo
England as punishment, and then promoted to captain.}

Several hundned officers idled there, waiting for assignment Lo
LST's and LCI's. We were supposed to be "in training", s0 we got a
good deal of pushing around. Many were ex-enlisted men with 15 to 25
yeans of enbisted and commissioned service, yet they were put in knot-tying
classes held by seamen, second class. We were also nequired to Zake Zhe
examination for seaman, §inst class, which the C.0. explained was designed
to show us how stupid we were. This gentleman, incidentally, was never
seen in a soben state duning my stay there.

However, a few weeks after I awrived, T was put to work Zeaching
navigation to prospective LST and LCI navigatons. This was most satisfying,
since my pupils were my brothen officers, wene intelligent, eager %o ‘
Learn, and were nét at all hesitant to express thein appreciation for
my effonts. 1t was work which 1 could see the immediate value of, and
although 6 houns a day, 7 days a week, is very exhausting, 1 enjoyed
every ménute of LL.

ALso duning my stay, 1 Learned to hande LCT's (105' Landing craft],
beaching them all over the Chesapeake. We used to put into the small
ﬁéhﬁtg vitlages such as Tangien 18., Chnisfield, on St. Michaels, and

ve a xegulan Liberty.

In June '43, my LST crew wad made up, with myself as Exec., and
the whole Lot of us wexne sent to Panama City, Fla., to board an LST and
take a practice crwuise., From Panama City, we went to Pilottown, La.,
(near mouth of Miss.), joined a convoy, and went to Norfolk, Va.

On this tnip 1 got to neally practice my navigation, particularnly
sdnce not an officen on board the LST had the foggiest notion of navaigation.

Wekl, darling, 1 don't know if this is what you wanted in the
way of an account of my travels. 1§ you want just the places T visited,
1 can List them in § a page. 1 supposed, however, that you wanted
a Little explanation of my duties. Until tomorrow, then, 1'LL Leave
you at Nonfolk.

Septemben 12, 1945
You probably will be amused by the stony 1 just got from home.

When the point system was §inst announced, T wrote an anghy Letter home
to the effect that it would take a good deal of presswre from Congress
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before the Navy would considen turning mone of us Loose, and a good deal |
0f pressure from the people befone Congress would act. 1 think T wnrote :
you the same thing. When the Letten awiived at my home, Father was
out of town and Mother nead the Letter, and acted at once.

She immediately wrote Tom Connally and Lyndon Johnson, not to
the effect that something should be done to get the men home, but that
something should be done to get B. G. Bedichek home. How maternal!

Now Fathen tells me she got a perfunctorny acknowledgement grom
Johnson, but a telegram promising immediate and vigorous action 9
§nom Connatlly.

ooooooo

Had a very pleasant Letter gnom Janet. She § Marny Ireland have
been together a few days. . . .

oooooooo

You have made a real hit with my mother through your Letters.
Fathen wnites that if only 1 could make a simifar impression on your
mothen then this would be something fon the books.

Mothen {8 a very strong minded person, but she has such a horron
of 4imposing on hen daughtens and daughter-in-Law that 1 am sure welll

" never have any strnained family relations.

September 13, 1945

ooooooo

My commanding officen neleased the ginst officens Zo come under
the point system neadily enough, but he is beginning Zo act a bit obstinate
about the nest. Thank the Lond 1 don't have an important job!

This new work schedule 48 easy. 0715 to 1645 for a week, then
1615 to 0045 the next. Stanting next weekend, we get fwo days a week
0§§. The Navy is8 trying to spread the wonk, 80 they can make a case
for netention of as many people as possible. Incidentally, although
1 would have enough points unden the Anmy, Marine, on Coast Guard systems,
1 stilL do not have enough under the Navy system. Yet the Navy is escaping
most of the pubLic crniticism!

The answen 48 that the Navy has always had mone efficient Lobbyisis
in Washington. At the Naval Academy we were taught the necessity of good
public nelations, and how the Navy had always had a better recornd woti '
Congness than the Aumy.
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Today's installment of awtob«c'.ognaphy:

From Nongolk my crew was sent back to Solomons in an LCT, the conventional
amphibious transpontation in the Chesapeake Bay anea. Naturally, there
was no food provided, although the base at Nonf6Lk took nation credits
for ourn food. This business of transporting men is one of the blackest
outrages perpetrated by the Amphibious Forces, Atlantic, and 4is oo Long
a stony for me to tell now, but it resembles very much the stonies you
have heard of the transpontation of prisonens by the Japs on Germans.

A few days aften returning to Solomons, we wene sent to pick up our
ship at Evansville, Ind. On July 22, 1943, we stanted down the Ohio
River, then Zthe Miss. to New Onleans. Ten days of outfitting thexre,
and then Lo Panama City, Fla., fon shakedown. This took two days instead
of the usual three WQQZA, because the authonities considered our ship
40 much father advanced in training and onganization than the average.

Then to Gulfport, Miss. fon cango, then back to New Onleans fox
an LCT on our deck, and on Aug. 17, 1943, we sailed for the Canal with
two subchasers for escont.

{continued tomorrow)

September 14, 1945

The time 48 0100, and my sole duties fon the next three howrs
consist of answering a telephone which will not ning. And why not?
Because all the people who might be calling are asleep. What a silly
waste! but that is what the Navy is made 0f. The WPA never approached
the Leaf-naking and boondoggling ¢f the services.

I note by the paperns that the Japanese Navy has already demobilized
a million of its million and a half men. Just who did win the war, anyway?

ooooooo

My sisten Mary Vinginia (Dn. Camnoll) is back §rom East, where she
has been siudying some Late anesthesia techniques. She is going to have
another child in March. How she manages to have a family and a careen
both i8 a mystery to me. Father says he won't admit that she has done
both successfully until she has neared the children properly. As it is,
her oldest daughten, Lillian Lee, aged seven, has made some verny pointed.
comments about the Lack of home Life the family has.

I'm thying to wangle a new job for myself out here, but because
of my "Limited duty" status there doesn't Look Like much chance of success.
There 48 a 153 foot sea-going tug which needs a new skipper, and I've
put in for the job., As 1 Agz, it would be a majon miracle Lf 1 were ‘
successful, but it's wonth the chance. 1'd be running 4in & out of here,
I'd have just as good chance of getting back on points, and the tug
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’ just might be headed back for the States fon decommissioning soon, bebause
At it quite old, Anyway 1'd be a Lot happier being a sailon again, even
4if 4t were something that old & small.

I have another good star for you to Learn 4if you wish. This one
rises a Little before midnight this time of year, s0 you should be able
2o catch it on your honseback rides on othen social affains. It is
Aldebaran, on in Arabic "the Follower" so0 named because it §ollows the
Pledades to closely. 1t is the eye in the constellation Tawws. Look
gor At Low in the eas, about midnight.

de
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September 15, 1945

ooooooo

Autobiography continued:

We had a peaceful seven day cruise through the Gulf & Caribbean,
sometimes but a few miles off shore, but most of the time in the open
sea. This was my §inst experience at navigating by ounselves, without
another ship to check positions with, 1t 48 true we had fwo esconts,
but these Lads knew practically nothing of navigation, and nedied on
us Lo Lell them where they were.

We arrnived in Crnistobal Late one evening, discharged our troops
we had brought §rom N.O., and then moved £o Coco Solo. The next evening
we transited the Canal, and tied up in Balboa. Aftern two days of Liberty
C"‘x «'ﬁze were underway again with three othen LST's for California, 2800 .
es away. .

The trip took 13 days, ending at San Pedro, and was quite pleasant.
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The tnip took 13 days, ending at San Pedw, and was quite pleasant.
Most of the time we wene within sight of that desolate voleanic west
coast of Central Amenica. (continued tomorrow)

September 15, 1945

Yourn friend's description of Yale Law School as quite small fitted
with the impression 1 had. With all the netwwning men, millions of whom
will get out beforne T do, they will probably be §illed up for some Lime
to come. However, I ought to get a Line on this §rom the school, that
48, if they anen't too exclusive to answer correspondence.

.« . I wondern how exclusive Columbia 4i8? After all, it matterns very
Little as far as education is concerned which 1 go to. 1§ you had rather
be.in N.Y..than N. Haven, then that alone &8 of more weight than any
othen gfacton.

As far as Harvard is concerned, well, please don't quote me, but
I just don't think T could take it. 1 don't think 1'm snobbish, but

o~ there i8 a bit of a mark on their product that is mildly iwvitating
( _ in small doses, but unbearable in Larbe...Honey, am 1 being too
nanow-minded?

I'm somy 1 haven't had my picture taken yet. The difficulty
48 nothing but vanity, 1 fear. 1 just haven't yet been able to get a
decent haircut. 1In spite of all my directions the Lads here manage Lo
well-nigh scalp me each sitting. But Monday 1 get shorn again, and within
3 on 4 days 1'2L have the Likeness reconded, be it good, bad, on indifferent.

ooooooo
ooooooo
ooooooo
ooooooo

ooooooo

September 16, 1945

~ The ain 48 full of rumons about neductions in the point scores.
Q’/ 1t is impossible, of couwse, to determine their accuwracy. However,
the best-authenticated storny . . . .
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T am enclosing a picture of my sister Mary and her children. Marny,
as usual, had hen eyes &hut when the shutten snapped. She afways had
a talent fon that sont of thing when we were children. 1'm so0 gond
of the olden of the two childnen in the picture, Lillian Lee, that 1
fear T will be a very doting panent when we have children.

Ran into a Navy Lieutenant yesterday that must have the necornd
fon sea duty--48 months continuously--and he still doesn't have enough points!

Also enclosed 4is anothen pictune taken aboard LST 240 when 1
commanded Lit.

Autobiognraphy - continued:

At San Pedno we dischanged 600 tons of o0il we had picked up at
N.0. as cargo, then we dropped down Lo San Diego and shed our LCT.
From thene to Hueneme, Cal., discharged the cango Loaded at Gulfport,
Missl, and back to San Diego.

Thene we worked a couple of weeks training troops 4in the ant of
disembarking equipment on a beachhead. We would pick up a Load, run
60 miles out to San CLemente 14., wait for dankness, and beach. Then
we woudd neload and return to San Diego. The misenable §og made everything
touchy. 1 got stranded in a small boat one night on San Clemente, and
I can assure you I was a misenable creature the next morning.

Finally we iot ondens to Mare 18. forn the Latest conversdions, and
an LCT on oun deck, then back fo Hueneme for Loading, to Réchmond for
fuel, and to pien 56 for Lroops.

On the afternoon of Oct. 15, 1943 we sailed, unesconted, in a
company with §ive other LST's for Peanl. The voyagé was not pleasant.
Oun passengens were parl og a Canien Aircraft Service Unit, and they
were harnd 2o get along with. We had several amphibious "big-shots"
in the convoy, and they were afways upleasant. 1t was a real nelied
to arrive in Peark on the agternoon of Oct. 25.

(continued next Letter)
September 17, 1945

Only a shont Letter this evening; 1'm all tined out aftern an
unexpectedly hard day. After alt the high-powered Roaging 1've been doing
I'm not used to a neal day's work. But Lt was a neal pleasure.

Demobilization prospects Look brighter. Congnress seemd to be .
getting the wond. The onky thing to fear now 48 that Conghess and the
public will §all for the soothing synup owr be-medatled and be-stawed
big shots are pouring over the ain-waves.
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Travelogue continued:

In Oct. '43 thene was high excitement fon LST 240. We wene Zo be
a part of the ginst campaign in the Central Pacific: *the Gilbent TsLands.
My ship was to take pant in the necapture of Abemama Atoll. Charts were
studied, contingencies fonreseen, and then we weren't unfoaded in time
to put a combat Load aboard, so another ship got our job.

To add £o owr woes the skipper, who was orndinarnily a fine ship
handler nammed anothen LST and it Looked for a while as though he might
be in real trouble.

Then we got a job, and a good one, too. We Loaded some AAF pensonnel
and equipment gon Nanomea in the ELLice 14., south and east of the Gilbents .
Our fonces had Landed here a couple of months previoudly, built an airsinip,
but the planes had no maintenance pe/sonnel. '

So after a ue/cz pleasant thirteen dazoc)ubéée in company with one
othen LST, esconted by a PC and a YMS, we hove in sight of the ginst
atoll 1 even saw.

Three days Laten we wene empty, and headed for Funaguti, sLilL
in the ElLice 15. The sun was nearly overthead, and the sea was quite
smooth. It might have been a pleaswre cwise. Incidentally 4in heaching
Nonomea, we crossed both the Date Line and the Equator, 40 you see your
husband-to-be is a "shell-back" and a member of the Society of the
Golden Dragon.

(continued tomorrow)
Septemben 19, 1945

Good news today! ALL officens in the Freight Division who have
better than 48 points were notified that they would get their demobilization
ondens next week. . . .

I've been working on nefnigeraton ships Lately. Handling thousands
0f tons of meat, fauit, and other chilled and §rozen products. This Zype
0§ carfo nequines a good deal of caxe.

Stevedoning 48 an entin distinet profession from that of sea-faring,
aLthough«‘th%aandd. %a%yée_em a p&&y ﬁ:ha,t my Ledge 02 thué
professions will in a Large part be wasted. 0f couwrse, no knowledge 44
wholly wasted. Any information is wonth having for the sheer pleasure

of having it. Mayge someday 1'€L practice Admiralty Law. ‘

1t is hand forn me to believe that thnee months have indeed passed
sdnce we were together . . .

ooooooo
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Septemben 20, 1945

Three days without Lettens and then thuee Lettens in one day!
And apparently that is the way you are getting my Lettens.

I'm sonny 1 didn't explain who Dr. Dodd was. 1 usually am monre
Lucid. He is the president of Princeton, and a §riend of the Duncalfs’
§ Villavasos' whom T met when 1 visited them on Cape Cod in 1939,

The couwrse 1 had at Princeton was, as you supposed, the basic
one. 1% was, however, remarkably good for such a shont-Length affair.

My family is indeed Long Lived. Grandfather Bedichek died at
74 on 75, Grandfather Greer was killed by a horse at 47, Grandmother
Bedichek died of ofd age at 88, and Grandmother Green is 8148 Living
at §5.

I'm enclosing a pictuwre of my sisten Sally with hen ofgspring.
She 4is nathen tall, has hain nearly the same touch as mine.

In 1935 T happened to have a couple of days to kil in Washington, 0.C.,
40 T Looked up a §inst cousin, once nemoved, of mine, Josephine Craven
Chandler (§inst cousin of father's). She was a Lady of about 80, the
necent widow of a New England manugacturer of plows .

She suggested that since T was in the tenitory whence most of my
ancesdlons came, that 1 shoutd Look up the old home places. So we nan
around Virginia and Maryland Looking them up, introducing ourselves to
extremely distant cousins, seeing tze place where Great-great-gnandgathen
40 & 80 did such § such.

The place where my Grandmother Bedicheb was boan (1849) tuwned out
Lo be a comfontable 12 on 14 noom brick agfair, in §ine shape. The neason
was that it had recently been purchased by a multi-millionaine, who built
a house costinghhuddndds og tithossnsdes ($700,000 1 think) and was using
the old house for a Laren's house.

Great-Grandfather Craven was an extremely negligent man, who Lost
the moderate sized plantation he Anherited, and was fonced o move west.
He took up §nree Land in I8Linodis, in 1849, 4ta/z,téng on the journey a
few weeks aften my grandmother, and hen twin wenre orn. Southen TLLinois
was "border tewnitony" during the Civil War, and agtewards part of the
gamily became used to the Nonth, and thus convented to Yankees. Father
Laughs about how they spoke proudly of how Grandfather Craven set his
sLaves gree by bringing them into free tenitony. Fathen says this is
twe, but that the old nascal never told them that they were §ree, and
the relationship nevex actually changed. Cousin Josephine is one of
the "northennens".

The fwo points a month is stitl hearsay and not yet official.. However,
I think the chances are much in favor of it being taue. . . .
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Last fLetten that 1 gave part of my Navy history 1 think 1 Left you
at Funafuti in the EflLice 18. Hene we Loaded aviation gasoline and
food to take to Tarawa in the Gilberts on Dec. 5, a couple of weeks after
the initial assault. By this time the place was cleaned up except for
a few snipens.

However, the Japs used to send a few planes over each night and
keep us awake. We found that facilities were not available for discharging
oun cango immediately, s0 we nequested and obtained permission Zo discharge
it ounselves. Naturally we wanted to get that damned gasoline
(200 55gal. drums) off the ship as Long as our Little yellow brothens
wene dropping bombs around.

So the British Commissioners nounded up some natives, and we and
the natives did a bang-up job unloading. Don't ever Let anyone kid
you about the "Lazy Central Pacific natives". Those boys really work.

(Cont. next Letten)

Septemben 21, 1945

Mother wnote that my sister Sally has another son. That's Zwo
fon hern. Mary has two daughters, s0 it Looks as though they are
specializing.

About half my office is Leaving on points shontly, 40 1 suppose
there aﬁz& be some neal work wwmznzue. 1 hope s0. 1t 4is good for
my morate.

Honey, ten hours a day is not bad at all. One Zhing 1 have Learned
from the war, or at Least has come to me duning the war is the ability

Lo concentrate. The Lack of this ability was the cunse of my Life formerly.

1t kept me from nealizing but a graction of my potentialities.

Fon instance, mg couz,c‘;e necond 48 nothing to brag about. 1 had
about 8 on 10 "A's" above a "B" average. Not PABK . Tn Law school
four on féve poon grades pulled an othewise §ine average down to between
77uon 78, 4in the top 15 on 20 percent, but still ndthing o be proud of.

Secnetly (I couldn't admit it without seeming to boast) 1 am ashamed
of it. 1§iondy 1 had had the ability then that T have now.

Danting, 1 am 80 anxious to get started in the practice s0 that
I can ve to the wortd what 1 am able to do. Do I sound too egotistical?
Probab am, 1t is a fault, but not an undiluted one.
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September 21, 1945

A = A nough day today. 1 §inished Loading one nefrigenaton ship and
stanted on anothen. This Latten one has a refrigenation system that
48 highly efficient, as 1 discovered to my discomfort.

1 would have to go into the hold where the temperature was 5 Zo 10
degrees above zerno to straighten things out, and when T cam back out in
to the warm sun T would ache all over. Right now I am a very tired Lad.

Not that 1'm complaining a bit. That tired feeling at the end of
a day is at the same time a very good feeling. The only drawback to
Law is the Lack of physical exertioniihctheapracticesitfeli/iThit, is,
you have to get your exencise somewhere else. .

Travels o4 Bedichek, today's edition:

Aften hanging around Tarawa nearly fwo weeks, we sailed gor Pearl
on Dec. 17, 1943. A few days out the weather got very nough, and the
Muip took over two weeks. About the same time the weather got nough,
one of the men became very sick with an intestinal stoppage. The weather
was too nough to operate, 40 we were very feanful that he would die.

By some miracle the man survived to Peark, and there he got the operation,
which was successful.

We had some wild nights on that trip, with ships breaking down
ahead, add nacing back through the darkness out of controf. LST'S are
very dubject to failure §§ the steerning engdine, and this makes for
uncentainty indeed when 4n convoy.

On Dec. 31, we neached Peark, and immediately commenced preparations
forn the Manshalls campaign. We had celebrated Chiistmas at sea.

Septemben 22, 1945

0§ my ship's complement the skppper and engineendng officer had
been yeans at sea, I had 3 months (mid'm cruise), both cooks (about
2 yns. each), two of the black gang (engineens), the quartermaster
(a year), the bos'n (6 months). This is about one of fen, but it was
mone than any othen LST crew I ever heand of. The skipper § T picked
the cnew with the greatest care and difficulty at Solomons, and our
fellow officers openly admired and envied owr success. 1L was agreed
that we got away with murden in getting monre than our share of
expenienced men.

1sn't it incredible that ships put to sea with crews Like that?
Only 4in the Amphibious Fonce would such be done. A battleship skipper
would nefuse to Leave pont with a crew Like that. And the LST that 1
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made a practice crwise on, grom N.O. to Nornfolk, had only one man on
board who had any experience at sea, the bos'n.

Our cango grom Gulfport was "general", mainly construction equipment.

The two items that stick in my mind, though, were 28 tons of carbide and
6 tons of detonatons, the Latter picked up in N.0. and discharged at
Coco Solo, C.Z.

Hene is an amusing incident of the trnip from N.O. Zo the Canal.
We had a §ull Load of anmy troops as passengens, including a hal{-dozen

2&“0'%6' One major was foking with the skipper and myself about navigation

e thind evening out. "You mean to tell me," he asked, "that just by
squinting at the stans through your sextants, that you know expetty:
where you are? You know we haven't seen Land for days now."

1t s0 happened that the skipper and 1 had had excelfent sights

that evening, and our position was but a §ew houns grom the ip of Yucatan.

With the %""d weather we had, we could predict quite accurately the time
we would be in sight of the two principal Lighthouses on the part of
Yucatan we were approaching. So the shipper Leaned back, winked at me,
and said, "Well, its eight thinty now. At just about nine thirty the
quartermaster will be in the doon there neponting that a group §Lashing
(four §Lashes) white Light will be off the starboard bow. That wiLe

be Cape Catoche. Nine minutes Later he'lL be back with the wond that

a flashing white Light is §ive on the starboard bow. That witl be
Contoy 1s."

The majon Laughed good humonedly, and we afl had coffee. The
skippen had made a pretty bold boast, but our sights were 0 good that
evening T knew he could not be mone than ten on fifteen minutes off in
his quess. The denouement was perfect, however, for at nine thi
on the nosde the quartermaster was in the doomway with the word, was
Back Just nine minutes Laten. The majon was staggened. He tokd us that
without doubt there were no two finen navigators in the workd; that he
had no idea such accuracy was possible. We were a bit surprised that
our predictions had come out on the minute, but we never fet on, and
took a strnict "ho hum" attitude about the whofe agfair, which increased
the majon's nespect.

Were you able to see the Hega, Deneb, Altair triangle? 1%s almosit
overhead night after dark now.

The question of career vs. children is a vexatious one, at Leasi -
for any woman with brains and energy as you have. As you say, bringing
up children 48 a full time job, and you would be very unhappy without
chitdren. Vet your ego demands that you prove your ability o hold down
a well paid position. As far as T can see, there 44 no bluepnini fonr
a pergect solution.
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Shontly agten T was born (a year on s0), my mother went to work.
My Grandmother Bedichek was Living with us, s0 until T was eleven, she
took the place of my mothen. No neal hawn was done, but this fact annoyed
my mother no end. She stoutly maintained that she was wonking gor the
money only, and it is thwe that it was needed, but the mosi compelling
heason was ego.

ooooooo
ooooooo
ooooooo

ooooooo

War diany, continued:

From Dec. 31, '43, to Jan. 19, '44, was the usual hectic period
of outfitting and combat Loading. We were very thankful that we managed
£o miss the "dummy nun", on practice operation, forn this 48 always more
wearying than the actual operation. ALso ships become disabled in these
affains quite readily.

We missed the "dummy run" because we were scheduled to dupficate
our job in the Tarawa affair, and "back up the Line" with a cargo a few
days after the Landing. Then, suddenly, we were in the initial phase,
due to the disabling of a ship a few days before shoving-off Lime.

On Jan. 16, the skippen was sent back to the States for new constauction
and LST 240 was my ship.

Honey, my heart was §ull of fear at the nesponsibility, and 1 couldn't
congide such a thing to anyone. On Jan. 17 1 was scheduled Lo move
my ship §rom one part of Pearl Harbor to another, which takes some ship
handling skill. And although 1 had watched the handling of the ship
at close quartens, I had never done TE. And I had watched the skippen,
an experienced ship handfen, bungle things a bit sometimes. So I

was scared.

Well, 1 backed out of the s&ip alright, made two on three twwns
as nequired by the channel, ondered the mess boy to bring a cup of coffee
to the bridge, and from that moment on, 1 had all the confidence in the
workd. Danling, the feeling was wondenful! :
Continued tomosrow. ,

September 24, 1945
Persistent numons about the neduction in points . . . .
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Adminal Nimitz has netwwned hene §rom Guam to expedite the
demobilization. Apparently he neally means business, and the whole <{sland
45 buzzing with the Latest Aatwccz about what he did on said to this on
that outfit who was holding back thein eligibles. As one of the men
here said, "He's the enlisted man's choice for mayon.”

Travels, cont.

Aften two days of Lying at the dolphins in West Loch, P.H., we
got undeway for Kwajalein on Jan. 19, 1944 (my 26th binthday). 1In
my convoy there werne about éfght LST's and about the same number of
LCI's, esconted by a destroyer, a DMS (destroyer-minesweeper) and three
SC's (subchaserns).

An amusing Lincident occuned as we passed the sea-buoy on the way
out of Pearl. An officer came up £o the bridge (1 was handling the ship
personally, since we were assuming position) and said, "Captain, we have
a couple of Aumy men who aren't supposed to be on board."

Sure enough, there were two Aumy nadio technicians who had come
aboard to calibrate the LVT nadios. (I was cawmrying 17 LVT's.)

1t was typical of the mad nush attendant upon shoving off on an
operation. These men were told that if they heard the engines stant
whife they were at work, not to worrny, that the ship was merely shifting
berths. So they did not wonny, §inished thein wonk, and came Zopside,
and there was Diamond Head on the port hand! We were about § mifes
out. The only thing to do was take them along.

As 1 told them, they wene fLucky. They got a month's vacation
and a star for thein service nibbons, something they could not have
thought of when they wene sent out to West Loch to check some nadios.

ooooooo

Septemben 3§, 1945

Someday 1'€L point out on the chant the ground strategy of the
Pacific Warn. 1t 48 pretty harnd to do it in Lettens.

The AlLies were never driven completely out of New Guinea, and
the Japs were still §ighting there on VI day. At one time, however,
about all we had there was Port Moresby. New Caledonia was occupied
without opposition early in '42. Guadaleanal was {nvaded Aug. 7, 1942.

The Central Pacific campaign started in mid '43 with the unopposed
oceupation of the Ellice 1s., or rather three of them in this onden, '
Funafuti, Nukufetau, and Nanomea. 1I've been to Funafuti, Nanomea, and
have seen many others fnom the sea, such as Nui, Nukufetau, Nubumau,
and othens which 1 do not nememben now.
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The occupation of Nanomea, the Last of the ElLice Is. to be occupied,
was accomplished in September '43. We wene there in Nov. '43, bringing
in the AAF ground crews. ’

AL the same Lime we were thenre, the assault on Tarawa, Makim,
and Apemama in the Gilbents was taking place. These were the only
Gilbert 1s. with any Japs on them 50 when they were all dead three days
aften the initial assault, the Gilberts wenre ouns. 1 said "all dead",
but actually the Last Jap was disposed of on Tarawa about s4ix months Later.

Resuming my narrative--

The tnip to Kwajalein took iwelve days, which passed pleasantly
enough. We passed between the Jap-held islands without incident. (Our
planes & ships had neutralized their ainstrips.)

On the moaning of Jan. 31 '44, we nendezvoused with the othen
convoys, and 1 nan around at top speed Looking at one transpornt aften
anothern until 1 found the one which had the infantrymen assigned o
T‘.Z ship. 1In the meantime the sky was f§ull of planes (all ours) and

e sea full of ships.

An hour before daylight the assault had begun with a bombardment
by the heavy ships. 1t Looked Like great onange splashes against a
murky hornizon. About eight, the LVT's grom some ships went ashore on
one of the small isfands, and by noon the artilleny was beginning to
Land. About 3 AM, men had Landed §rom nubber boats on the two tiny
is8ands guarnding Gea Pass into the Lagoon, 40 we had free access Linside,
and the minesweepers had already begun sweeping the Lagoon.

By 10 AM T found my transpont, hove to, and the men began coming
over in small boats and clambering up my sides on cargo nets. They were
all aboard before noon, and all 1 had to do was hang around until the
next moaning when they were to be put ashone in the §inst wave of the
main assault on Kwajalein 1s. itself. (Kwajalein Atoll is composed of
many small islands completely enclosing a Lagoon, and of thede Kwajalein 15,
48 the Langest.) . '

At nightfall with 7 other LST's 1 fonmed up to maneuver all night.
1L was raining §itfully, no moon, and visibility was very bad. The
formation was poor, and altogether the thing was one night-Long nightmare.

(continued tomorrow)

ooooooo

September 27, 1945

The Navy says over 800,000 out of 3,500,000 will be out of the
Navy by Chnistmas. 1 hope that means me. The fact that I do not get
the 10 points forn dependency is what puts me behind the 8-ball. There
weren't anything Like 800,000 in the Navy when 1 went in. And yet there
may be that many discharged ahead of me. . . . '
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War Diany cont.:

We fumbled around all of the night of Jan. 31 - Feb., 1 '44 in
noin and darkness in constant dangen of collision. Finally, about 4 AM
the Last three of us broke off from the nest due to the great confusion,
and maneuvered on owr own. About 5:30 AM 1 headed fon the Line of depariure
(the place T was to discharge my LVT's). The only thing 1 could see
was the bursts of our shells, but 1 figured the battleship boys were
probably §irning at the right istand, 80 headed fon it.

By 7:45 the three of us were 4in good position, but the rest of
the ships wene 84 hull down. A fournth ship joined us, and we Launched
oun LVT's Loaded with the infantry we had picked up the day before.
This was about 4,000 yards grom Red beach on the south end of Kwajalein 1s.
I caught hell for the sLowness of my Launching, but it was done with
45 minutes to spare, and in my own defense I must say that it was the
it time we had ever handled LVUT's. The Atmy was new to the job too.
So my only casualty was a pair of earns bwwed §rom the sarcastic remakrs
my ghoup commander made over the voice radio. The nest of the LST's
wene in position, and since they were carnying othen than 18t wave troops,
Zhein Lateness did no hanm. However, if 1 had followed them as 1 was
ondened to, a very bad situation would have nesulted, since I was cavying
18t wave troops. This 48 an example where disobedience Lo orderns was
essential. And T never, never, got a reprimand gon disobeying those
ondens., 1 was cenfalnly walting fon such a reprimand. 1'd have had
a Lot of fun with whoever delivered it.

With my LVT's and troops gone, 1 went to an assigned area and
stood by fon further ondens.

You notice how I go into considerable detail over the Landing
operations. 1In these affairns a good deal happened in a shont Lime,
a good deal that was notable, anyway. And 1 thought you might be interested
in a LST-eye view of some nather exeiting events. : :

Septemben 27, 1945

The Honolulu branch of the Freight Division has folded up, 40
the personnel has been moved to Peank. Since there wenre a Larnge number
of civilians wonking in the Honofulu branch who have now come over here,
the place is §ull of tiny Aslatic ginks. Also, there 48 a great deal
of bustle § fwwniture moving going on now.

Another numon has it that the point neduction will be five. . .

Once an officer is neleased, he seems to get transpontation within
ten days. . . . . '
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( : The quotation you sent me from 1 Corninthians s splendid. It 48
one of the old favorites, Like the "swonds into plowshanes amd spears
into pruning hooks" from Isalah. 1 can't nemember "Chapter and Vernse";
think it is Chap. 4. The ability to cite "chapter and verse" and Lo
nememben the f{ull quotation and the context when someone tries a fragmentary
quotation i85 an impressive ability. The only trouble is that when you
have that ability you tend to over-use LL.

Lange wall maps will make an excellent decoration forn the Library
walls. . . . At home T keep at Least one Lange map on the wall just Lo
Amprove my geography.

Tsn't it Mtowhéng how poor the average person's knowledge of
geography is? There must be a §Law in the teaching methods used in
this subject.

There probably will be some shontage of professons, but I do not
think it will be very serious, since most of them ought to be back on
the job shontly.

The Univernsity of Texas Law School has done nemarkably well in
spite of the War and the Regent frwbhble in keeping a good 6awuz.
Both Stumberg and Walker, the 1wo most noted of the professons who Legt
during the War are both back. '

(ﬂ’ On the subject of OiL and Gas there 48 no better authority 4in

- Texas than Walken, and since Texas has mone 0il and gas than the other
states, that makes him an impontant authon on the subfect. As a matter
of fact, 1 think he is by fan the best wniter on the subject anywhere
in the country. And he is a very fine teacher, too. 1 made my best
grade 4in Law school in 0iL.and Gas. :

Dean McCoamick, who is a noted authonity on Evidence, was at the
Law School durning the war.

Naruwative, cont.

Along about 3:00 PM I got an onden over the voice radio "Anchor
4in the Lagoon prion to 1900." Now at this point 1 was a very Lired Lad,
80 1 said Lo myself, "It is centainly prion fo 1900; T1'€L just gind
myseld a spot inside the Lagoon out of sight of everyone and get some sLeep."

So I headed §on Gea Pass, about é miles away (I'£L show you on a
chant some day) and went on into the Lagoon, following the buoys dropped
by the minesweepers showing areasd gree from mines. : '
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As soon as T dropped the hook, about 6 on 7 miles inside the Lagoon,
I got thnee LCT's alongside, and 1 immediately began to give them ammunition,
wa,tz:l., fuel, and sent a repair party to repain the main engines on one
o4 them,

Then about 5:00 PM, 1 got a message §rom my group commander telling
me to go to a spoit about 10 miles away to pick up some LVUT's. When 1
told him whene I was he said "You should have anticipated that the orders
Zo anchor in the Lagoon would be changed.” That was a hoi one wasn't Lt?
Should have anticipated that onders would be changed!

Anyway, 1 pleaded that 1 was servdcing three LCT's and could not
be distunbed. But at 10Y30 PM my efficient engineer had nepaired the
LCI's engines and 1 was gonced to get under way.

Cont tomorwrow-
September 28, 1945

The §inst of the of ficerns who werne detached here day before yesterday
have been assigned transportation Leaving day agter tomorrow. . . .

Another numon--points to be neduced to 44 by Nov. 1. . . .

By the way, have you told your family about our deéision Lo go east
for a while? Your father, you know, was Looking around for a job for me,
and 1 don't suppose there is any point in his §inding one that requires
my immediate presence. On the other hand, if he could keep his eyes open
fon something when we will be coming back, it would help. By that time,
things arne going to be pretty tight on the job front, 1 assure you.

Treasuny and Justice Dept. jobs fon Lowern case attorneys are. usually
under Civil Service, s0 any additional time 1 spend in study before
taking the exams will be a big help.

One ¢ the nicest things about getting out of the service will be
separation §rom the sLimy gragt and comwption that seem to be a necessary
ingnedient of waging war. 1t is Like Living in a garbage dump. Sometimes
1 feel Like T must be the only person without a gragt, but, of course,
this isn't so. 1§, however, there is ever a business transaction in
which the govesnment did not get cheated, 1 have not heard of 4it. .A. .

ooooooo

1've managed to Lay hands on a Limited amount of good whiskey Lately,
but 1 think 1'€L go back to being a teetotaler. 1 opened a §ifth of
7 yn.-o8d Scotch yestenday, served a round of drinks and then Left for
work. Today T went fo pour myself a small nip and found that one small
nip was all that was Left. Two drinks--price $4.20! When you open a
bottleanound here you have to drnink Like mad to profect your intenests.
And T can't do that. As a matter of fact, when nothing but mediocre -

. Riquon was available out here 1 drnank absolutely nothing.
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Note of the moment--the officer across the desk frnom me i8 awranging
forn the transpontdtion of the Packard convertible coupe of the NY Times
Tokio connespondent out to Tokio. Nice to be a big-shot, huh?

Resuming on the question of Liquor, you'll never have fo worry
about yowr husband becoming a dwunkard. 1 Like a small short once 4in
a white, but it doesn't seem habit foaming for me. But coffee! 1 duink
too much of that.

Pacific Campaigns, cont.

At 10:30 PM Feb. 1, ¥ got under way with considerable profanity
and bad grace, and fumbled forn the Lagoon entrance. The moon was obscured,
a Light nain was §alling, charnts were inadequate, but I had a small
eanly-model radan set, which proved on this oceadion as on many othens
simply invaluable. The numerous small islets of Kwajalein Atoll were
spread across the screen. Between two of them, Gea 1s. and Ninni 14.,
was enough watern for a ship to get through, the channel, in other wonds.
Between zhe othens was conal neef. So 1 picked two Likely Looking "pips"
on the radarn screen and headed between them. Pardon me while I boast,
honey, but my officers wene tefling me 1 had the wrong two Lisfands, but
1 disneganded this and headed between--Gea and Ninni.

Once out of the Lagoon 1 headed down to Lie off Ennylabegan 1s.
(the one next to Kwajalein 1s.) to pick up my LVT's. On the way down
LST 78 dinectly ahead of me was rammed by LST 272 and a Rarge hole torn
in the side of the fonmer, Zhrough which the Light shown. These rammings
in darnkness and rain are a §requent occunrence in wartime. LST 78 did
not sink, and, by a strange coincidence, she is tied up at the dock
night outside the window here as 1 write. )

Through one of the conventional mess-ups, my LUT's were sent Lo
wait for me nearn anothen isfand, 80 T spent another bad night on zhe,
bridge, avoiding collision.

Cont. Tomownrow--

My great-grandmother Lee died at 92. And her hair never twwed
white. This must be a strong family trhait, because hen daughter's
(my grandmother Greer) hair was not completely white the Last time 1 saw
her, and my mother's hairn is as black as when she was a gink. (Mother & 60.)

ooooooo

Septemben 30, 1945

The nains have come down out of the mountains to the Lowlands,
and at the moment it is pouning as though all the sins of the wicked
workd had to be washed away in the next five minutes. 1 wish 1 were
Looking at it from the nefuge of a cave in the hills instead of the
pitifubly prosaic thind §Loon of Building 474.
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The waten tower on Fornd T1sland is almost obscuned, although it is
but twelve on fourteen hundred yands distant, and the time is 12:40 PM.

Most of the officens who got thein points on Sept. 15 have Left
now. . . .

AL this point Fond 1s. is completely obscured, and visibility 4is
down Lo about four to §ive hundred yands. 1t is the kind of weathen 1
do not Like 2o see at night from the bridge 0f a ship I am conning in
HighT formation.

Navrative, cont.
In the early monning of Feb. 2, 1944 1 got a message directing me
Lo go %o Red beach on Kwajalein 18. and deliver ammunition.

On these operations LST's perfomred several gunctions, one of which
was the supplying of ammunition to the troops on the beach. To this
end we had a couple of hundred tons of assonted ammunition, all fused,
piled on the main deck. Flame throwen §luid, gasoliine, TNT blocks,
81 mm, 60 mm, 75 mm, 4.5 in (white phosophonous ) s8h88Ls, 30,cal, 50. cal.,
37 mm, as a matter of fact just about evenrything used gor killing you
cowld think of. The troops convey their needs to the Beachmaster, who
Zells the LST over the voice nadio, and who send DUKWS (amphibious trucks)
out agten Lit.

So I went fo Red beach, where the trnoops needed §1 mm ammo, which 1
had and 75 mm, with a particular type fuse, which 1 did not have. The
DUKWS came out, came up my namp (I had the bow doons open and ramp down)
Zook on thein Loads, and netwwned to the watern. Since I was very close
Xo the nreef, they had but a shont distance via water and Land to §ining Line.

This went on all day, interspersed with meaningless trhips to
Ennylebegan 1s. about 8 miles away, to pick up LVT's which were not there.
This nonsensical confusion Led me to make some caustic nemarks about the
onganization oven the voice nadio, which were picked up by the monitor
on the §lagship, and reconded for postenity 4in the "Observens* Comments"
on the operation. Fan §nom getting in trouble about the afgair, the
observens commented that such confusion must be Stnaightened out.

About 5:00 PM T went back to Ennylebegan 15. and my LVT's were
actually there this time. 1 commenced taking them aboard, but by this
Lime the weather was getting wonse and after five were aboard the cap. i
4n command of the LUT's suggested that 1 convoy the rest of them up to
where they were going 10 miles away. This 1 did, and then proceeded inside
the Lagoon again, and anchored. By this time it was 10:00 PM, and my
group commander told me to come aboard the next moaning at 0645 to neceive
my onders fon the day's operation. Mind you, 1 had Left the LVT's on
a small nearby island, per ondens, fon them %o be nepained. This fact is
dmportant in Light of the peculian occurences of the next day.
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Next monning bright & early 1 with my §ellow LST skippers was on
the LST {Lagship, LST 31, neady Zo hear the wond. The group commanden
Zold us that we were to take a small island in the atoll (the name escapes
me at the moment). A particular commodore, not noted fon acumen, was in
command. The group commander handed us the operation plan with the
explanation, "This is just fon a guide, everything in it has been changed."
He then went on to point out the jobs o0f the various othen ships, and
then he got to me.

"Now, Bedichek, here is your position in the Line of departure,”
he said, pointing to a position on a diagram. "But what am I doing
there, Commanden?" 1 asked.

"Discharging thoops in LVT's" he answered with a straight face.
Immediately I sensed a doubBéeenosss "Wait a minute, Commander, 1 told
you Last night that I had no LVT3s1"

"Ves," he said, "I know that, and 1 told the Commodore that, and
he said that you would discharge them anyway."

I have nreceived mone preposterous ondens, both before and after
2his episode, but at the moment 1 thought the whole thing a bad dream.

The Commander asked, "Bedichek, do you know where there are any LUT's?"

"Welk, sin," 1 answered, "I nemember hearning some talk over the
radio Last night about sending them o 1s. fon nepains."

"Good," he said. "Now you gumptinto your smafl boat, go oven to
that island, gind the LVT's, get them on board, and be nready to get unden
way by 0900." (By this time it was 0745.)

So I did. 1 Landed at a Jap dock, and stanted down the beach.
About 200 yands down the beach I found 4 LUT's but no personnel. So
I headed into the brush, keeping my fingens crossed against stepping on
a Land mine orn nunning into a snipen. (It was only D+2, and there are
bound to be snipens for days after this.)

In a few minutes 1 camgacross a Jap bawracks, but Little damaged
by shell fire (the §ighting been Light here). Inside were a number
of 4Leeping men, and one of them 1 necognised as a Ind Lt. Schacten (Army)
one of the LUT officens from my own ship. So I woke him.

"Somy Lo bothen you, Schacter, but we have a small invasion this
morning and T wonder if you'd Like to come?"

"Can't say that I do, particularly. Am T supposed to?"
"_‘ye,é."

"0.K., but I have only 4 'gatons (LUT's). T1'22 y the nadio %o
nound up some mone." ’
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"Fine," T said. "You'll see the ship about 1500 yards out, the
bow doons are open and the namp down."

So 1 Left him and starnted back for the beach. There I ran into a
Capt. Wont also an LVT officen, from another ship. (He was the fellow 1
had convoyed the night before.)

1 put the same proposition up Lo him and he told me he could nound
up 8 LVT's. 1 was pretty happy by this time, s0 1 weni back to the ship
where T found the group commander had been screaming and sweaning his
head off over the voice nadio because T wasn't back with the LUT's.

Soon the LVUT's came out to the ship, but just as 1 was Loading
aboard, they wene necalled by the 7th Division LVT offdcenr, who wanted
them fon nepairs. So oun informal invasion didn't come o4 .

T called the group commander and told him the stony, asking him %o
give my apologies to the Commodore, but in spite of my best effonts 1
had failed to produce 17 LVT's in an hour and a hatf.

So 1 was instrcted to stay where T was. An hour Later he called
for me, and then cancelled the message, so I retwwned o my anchorage.
That night 1 got my §inst decent night's sleep in days, and the next day
1 took the LVT's back aboard, and moved down about 7 on 8§ miles %o
Kwajalein 1s. There the gight was nearly over, and 1 picked up about
400 veny wéany infantrymen (183 regdiment).

We wexe told that night that these would form the reserve for an
assaudt in the moaning, but that Little opposition was anticipated, 80
they probably would get a well-deserved rest.

-Cont-

You know, honey, all of this happened only a year and a hat§ ago,
but it already seems Like it happened not to me but to someone else.
1 suppose in time 1'2L fonget the sharp details. That's of no
Ampontance, however.

Octbber 1, 1945

1 neceived nepties §rom both Yake and Columbia today. The former
48 accepting no graduate Law students until next fall.

Columbia is, but they state that the applications are many times -
the admissions. 1 could qualify, but the greatest difficulty seems Lo
be the Lateness of my application.
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However, if I get a Gov't job, there is no neason why 1 couldn't
get one in the East, if you would Like it. 1 don't think 1'd Like to stay
there over a yean, though. We can't affornd to Lose contact with the
places and the people that the bread § beans will ultimately come from.

You don't think 1 would make a very dignified spectacle sitting
around many months waiting forn an Eastenn Law school to open, do you?
1 can't see it, myself. But maybe things will click on this Columbia
deal. T hope 80, because I've been sont of counting on it.

I'm glad you asked all those questions about LST's and such.
I'd been assuming you knew more of them, and consequently my story musi
:ggt % been drawing as good pictures in your mind as 1 thought
would .,

An LST 48 327 feet Long and 50 feet broad. 1In other words, as Long
as a city block on a football §ield. A destroyern is about the same
Length, but much narnower, so that the LST, when Loaded, is about twice
the tonnage of the Largest destroyens.

However, a destroyer has about three times the crew of an LST, and
costs about thnee times as much to build. (LST, about 2 million doflarns;
destroyer, 7 mitlion)

An LCT 48 105 feet Long, 32 feet broad, weighs about 140 tons,
makes about 9 knots. (A knot is one sea mile (6,080 feet) per houn.)

A Libenty ship is 441 §eet Long, makes 10 knots.
An LST makes 9-11 knots; a cariien 30 knots.

Thus you see an 1ST is8 quite sLow, which got them thein nickname
"Lange Slow Target!.

An LST weighs about 2,000 tons empty, and over 4,000 tons Loaded.
We have had LST 240 Loaded down to 4,7000%ons.

So you see an LST, afthough Larger than a destroyer, indeed as Large
as some Light cuisens, is not nearly as impontant, because of its Lower
cost and fewer men.

When packed with 400 on 500 passengers, however, an LST skipper
can get all the pains of nesponsibility of any destroyer skippen. '

That is all a bit disjointed, but it should give you some idea
of what you were asking about.

One of the members of the General Cournt Martial Board was around
2o my noom this evening offering me a job on the Count. It would be
very desinable, except for the fact that the Depot by its actions has
now indicated that officers will be neleased as soon as they have points.
1t would be 80 on the Board also, but I don't Like to change at this
Late date, particularly when the Last bunch got out with only 48 points required.
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My Ztennis has been suspended, of Late, due to the fact that the
only two Freight Office playens have gone back on points. 1 do get some
suwimming 4n, however, and T Zhink 1 have another tennis player Located.

-Trhavels -

On the monning of Feb. 5, T got unden way fon the small islands
nonth of Kwajalein 18. which wene to be taken. Everything was in a state
04 great confusion, since no plans of the operation had been delivered
Lo anyone. Finally a boat came alongside and delivered me an operation
plan, but this proved practically useless. So 1 just nan up to the
place where the action seemed to be centering, and stood by.

My group commander starnted screaming at me over the voice radio
(he always screamed and swone when the slightest bit excited) that he
wanted me Lo get in another position. He couldn't tell me just éxactly
what he wanted, s0 1 just nan in circles while he tried to make up his
alleged mind. ,

About the seaond cincle 1 got a message from him to the effect
that an Amy officer would come aboard to take charge of another operation,
that T would be joined by two medium tanks in LCM's (50 footens), and
that a number of LCVUP's (36 footens) would be assigned me for whatever
use 1 needed them forn. 1 was a Little confused, as you doubtless are
at this point, but it was soon explained.

A boat came alongside and a hardy Looking Lt. CofL. came up to
the bridge. '

"My name's Mooxe," he said, "I)m the commander of the reconnaissance
outfit here and this morning a 20 man patrol Landed on Gugewe 1s. and
was pinned down. We've got to nelieve them.

He wanted to know how soon we could be there. 1 told him about
45 minutes unfess he wanted me to outrun the LCM's, No, Let them keep
up, and bring the tank commander alongside and the infantrwy commander
Lo the bridge.

So T set off gor Gugewe 1s. at 7 knots, and signalled the LCM with
the Zank officer alongside. A 2nd Lt. came up, and the majon commanding
the infantry came up, too.

While 1 conned my ship toward the isfLand we would be at in a few
ménutes, keeping a weather eye for coral heads, the four of us planned
the operation. 1 say "we" planned it. 1t was very simpfe. The Lt. Col.
stated what he wanted, and asked if we could perform it. My job was
m ﬁ#?ed; put my ship 2000 yards from a particular beach and

8.

When evenything was squared away the Lt. Col. Laughed and said,
"I§ this thing comes off night, I hope it proves &0 some of the big-shots
that you don't need 200 mimeoghraphed pages to nun a minon (ng."
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When we awived at the nequined position, 1 notified the Lt. Col.,
and we Launched the §inst wave. They hit the beach and neponted over
the nadio that things were goini well. After a few minutes, however,
my griend stanted showing all the symptoms of an itchy triggen finger.

"You Lake change, Bedichek, I'm going ashore. 1§ 1 get in trouble,
you throw LCM companies in."

That seemed simple enough. A few minutes aften the Lt. Col. hit
the beach, 1 called him and he said things wene 0K, But agfter 45 minutes
I Lost contact. Immediately 1 was beset with all kinds of wornries.

The troops werne dead tired, after three days and nights of very tough
§ighting on Kwajalein 1s., and 1 did not want to give them an unnecessary
nun in to the beach, but 1 was afraid to take a chance, s0 1 ondered

LCM companies away. They had hardly cleared the ship, however, when
word came grom Moone that they were not needed, so they were necalled.

By this time LST 127 had joined me with more troops, which were
not needed, however.

By 2:30 that aftennoon all the Japs (just a handful) were dead,
and the trnoops started back aboard.
- {Cont)

October 2, 1945

ooooooo
ooooooo

ooooooo

T wrote Columbia that T wished to be admitted in the Feb. texnm
gor work Leading to the degnee of Master of Laws.

ooooooo

October 4, 1945
The Navy says it is "undecided" when to Lower the points. . . .

~Thavels-

During ZLhe mop-up on Gugewe I1s. one of the soldiens on my ship
aceidentally dgli/eed his nifle and the bullet tore onemmanlsiheglogff
and entered the night buttock of anothen, travelling upward at an angle
of about 45%, coming out the abdomen.
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(A The operating room on an LST is the wandroom, where the officens
" eat. The doc patched the two men up as best he could, but his facilities
were Limited, and towand evening he began to wory about the serious case.

"Captain," he said, "We'd better get nid of this §ellow. 1'm agraid
he's going 2o die on us."

We had already arranged to turn him over to a transport, so T made
anrangements to have the trnansfer effected that evening instead of Zhe
next morning. The next morning might have found us with a conpse, an
embarnassing situation, indeed.

I was Zo proceed back to Kwajalein 1s., and anchor. Before I got
thene darkness set 4in, 40 1 had to "§eel" my way to my anchorage. Finally
I dropped the hook, notified the transport as to my position, and Ata/uted
waiting forn their boat %o pick up my casualty.

They sent the boat, but it couldn't find us. For two houns 1
womied over this situation, until §inally one of my officens discovered
that T had mistaken one Light on shone fon another. and was severat
hundred yards off in my position. This egfor comec,ted the transpont's
boat found us and nelieved us of our man, who was nobl’,y holding on o
Lige, much to the nelief of a womried doctorn and a womied shippen.
So an ondinany Little mistake of my gfatigued brain nearly cou: a man's Life.

(r“\ The next day 1 got nid of the infantrymen, sending them to a transport,
L and moved over to anchor nearn Ennylebegan 18. The occupation of Kwajalein
Atoll was complete.

1 have used a number 0§ place names which probably mean nothing
Lo you, 80 here 48 a sketch grom memorny to help out:

w

Vo)
(V This is Kwajakein Atoll, composed of many tiny islands swuwounding a Lagoon.

e —
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This is the section in the square above, and is the portion my narrative
deals with. The crosses near Kwajalein 15, indicate conal heads.

(A- Ennubuf 1s. was the one T went ashore on to gind the LUT's on Feb. Z.
Honey, 1 hope you had a fine time at Lake Louise. How I wish 1
were with you.

. . . . .

October 5, 1945

ooooooo

-Thavels-

1 stuck around Kwajalein forn a few days, doing nothing, until one
evening 1 got a call grom aaCmdn., Webb, whom 1 knew sLightly, as
Commander LST Group 7(T1das 4in Group 8). This was about Feb. 10. Aften
a wet smakl boat trip 1 pulled myself over the side of LST 226 which was
the Commander's §lagship, and went .into the wardroom.

He wasted few words. 1 was Lo be his fLagship in the coming Eniwetok

operation. He knew no precise plans, except that about 8 on 9 LST's
would take part, and that 1 would handle LVT's again, and that the job
would nequire some very precide celestial navigation.
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Webb moved aboard the next day, and 1 found him a very agheeable
person. Many of my §ellow skippens did not Like him, and marveled at
the way 1 got along with him, but 1 Liked him very much and was quite
sonny when he Left.

Shontly after the Commander aived, 1 suffered a minor humiliation.
One thing we LST people pride ounselves on is our ship-handling. An LST
48 a Lange, highly unmaneuvenrable vessel, which, if 1 do say 40 myself,
takes a great deal of skRiLL to handle. Many people neven Leann it.

1 had to go alongside the USS Mississippi for waten, and, my sweet,
this was the verny §inst ship at anchon 1 had ever gone alongside. The wind
was blowing Like the devil, and 1 made a miserable job of it, much to
my disgust. That was a §ast Lesson, though, because I never again had
a dégﬁicéubtnt time performing this operation.

- 0 -

October 6, 1945

A nice fat Lettern grom you today. 1'm glad you had such a good
time at Lake Louise. As far as picking that for a honeymoon spot, 1
have an open mind. As 1 have said a number of times, the place 48 an
Ansdgnificant matten compared with the company.

You said you hoped my new suit of blues coulfd be made into a winter
unlform. It 48 a winter uniform already. Did you mean a winter suit?
1§ 80, the answer 48 ye$, but it isn't quite the height of fashion, having
been designed some 20 yearns ago.

October 7, 1945

~Trhavels~

Aften getting my LVT's back aboard, T was all set £o move again.
On Feb. 14 we (all commanding officers and §Lag officers) went aboard
Rean Adm. Harny HiRL'S §Lagship and heand a briefing of the operation.

Endwetok Atofl is a nearly circular atoll about 20 miles in diameter,
Located about 350 miles nonthwest of Kwajalein. 1t is the western-most
of the Marnshalls (except for tiny Ujelang) and was an important Jap base,
being only 650 miles grom Truk.
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The plan was to take the place frnom the inside, the f§lLeet steaming
into the Lagoon, 80 owr Landing craft could operate <in smooth water.
The Admiral said that the battleship people had objected to endangerning
thein ships, s0 he had agreed fo send the Less impontant ships in §inst.
Yes, honey, that meant the LST's, and since 1 was carvwing the LST §Lag,
that meant B. Bedichek!

Heavy crunisens were to coven ourn entrance, and minesweepers were,
of cowrse, fo precede us, sweeping a channel through the enemy mine f§ields.
This was the neason our navigation had to be good. We had to hit the
pass at daybreak, s0 that we would synchronize with the cruisern bombardment.

We were told that the big carien strikeoonl Frlkiwasssbhddidldd gon
Feb., 16, s0 that should take most of the steam out of any attacks the
Japs should make §rom thein greatest Central Pacific base. So on Feb. 15,
we shoved off in two groups, 9 LST's, 2 tankens, the minesweeps, and
one destroyer in my convoy, and the battleships, transponts, cruisens,
and destroyerns 4in the other.

-Cont-

ooooooo
ooooooo

October §, 1945

As you possibly noticed from the retwwn address, I am now a
Lieutenant commander. A Lange number necedived the promotion, which,
coming at this time means very Little. Since 1 Lose my mustering out
pay, 1 probably will be doing well to break even ginancially.

I'm anxious Lo see the presents you bought, and even more anxious
2o be a civilian s0 1 can wear them. VYou know, having been nepressed
in my choice of clothes for 4 yearns, 1 just might break out with a dash
of colon.

I'm tenibly consenvative about clothes, my own, that is. Mothen
gets so disgus with me; zells me 1 Look Like an undentaker's assistant.
But night now I'm penfectly capable of breaking out with a Loud tie,
Ainstead of the soben shades 1 usually wear.
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October 9, 1945
Hene is the idea 1 have on what to do when released:
(1) Mawy you.

(2) Honeymoon, Length determined by how soon 1 would have to
ender school on go to wonk.

{3) Enter Columbia in Feb. tenm, if accepted, if not, apply for
gedenal Legal job, which may on may not be under civik service. If
under civil service, as most are, 1 would have to study a couple of months
before taking the exam.

I T go into Taxation, Columbia can'it be beaten fon this study.
The professon who wrote the book 1'm studying now is a Columbia man.

ooooooo

There 48 Little chance of my ever getting into Admiralty practice.
A person has to have good connections to break into this practice. 1t
pays exceedingly well, but few people ever get in without family connections
on some tie-up with the shipping business. :

¢ o o o e o o

You know, sweetheart, it is nemarkable what intenests, tastes,
and prejudices we have in common. 0F counse, we have a fair amount
0§ background in common, Austin, public schools up to college, but still
At sunprises me. We are Lucky 4in that nespect. This business of "opposites"
attruacting one another may be taue, but 1 think it's a poor idea.

-Trhavels- '

On Feb. 16 we got wond of the cavien sinike on Truk, which made
us feel pretty good and on the early morning of Feb. 17 we hit the south
of Eniwetok Atoll.

At daybreak on the dot we steamed inside, with the minesweepers
4n front, and cruisers covering oun entrance. Below is a sketch.

The cruisens did a good job, and we were not §ired on. The only
excitement was provided by a mine swept up immediately in §ront of me,
whé;h the minesweeps tried to explode, but failed. 1 §inally went on
past Lit.

About a half hour agtern our entrance we were joined by the big
ships who came in the Deep Entrance between Pary 15, and Japtan 1s.

By noon we wene anchored and 1 was getting my troops on board.
In the meantime antilleny was Landed on one of the small islets to the
east of Engebi. This was the situation at nightfall of Feb. 17. _
-Cont-
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October 11, 1945

ooooooo

ooooooo
ooooooo
ooooooo

ooooooo

War Diany-

In the early monning of Feb. 18, we moved into position about 2000
yands south of Engebi 15. and discharged manines (22nd negiment) in our
LVT's. Everything went afong very well, except that the §ight on the
beach was particularly bloody.

That afternoon I picked up my LVT's again and also tropps grom the
(‘\ 106th negiment (Aumy). Then Late that evening we moved down to the south
end of the atoll.

AS usual, since 1 had the §fag, 1 was in the Lead, and the commodore
above us was hig complimentary about the way the ships were maneuvered
into position in the darkness.

ALL through this operation, incidentally, my senion officerns, grom
the LST commander night up to Adm, HilL were a good Lot. This makes the
whole affair as pleasant as something involving bloodshed can be. At
Least my end of the agfair came off well. The troops, however, did not

fare s0 well.
-cont-
October 12, 1945
-~ R Remember my pointing out a Liberty Ship to you 4in S.F.? 1I'm sitting
( in the saloon (wardnoom) of one night now. The early part of the evening
1 nead some Taxation §rom Prof. McGiteL's book. (Columbia man)



d4dmple job that 1 ogn afford to take this Lime off. Last night 1 Loaded
a ship with refrigenated cango, for "issue"; that 48, 80 that any part

The next Letter 1 wrnite will be addressed to you at USNH San Leandno.
After that wite it be care of Janet. . ..

I suppose everyone who plans to marry thinks he on she is bound
Lo be happy, but . . . .

I have just neceived the Post anticle about Tom Clark, but have
not nead it yet. He 48, as you possibey knoug, a proteg€ of Tom Connally,

My comment. 1§ we were SLanving, honey. Otherwise T don't think our
blood pressure coupd d%and wonking fon that outfit. Nozt that I'm too
choosy about q Paying fob. 1 just think 1 can do better.

Someone asked me esterday if T were going 2o v An now that 1
am a Lt. Cmdn, 1 tofd Zun that the nank of 9% adntfnyaz wouldn 'zt
ZLempt me fon five seconds.

Octoben 14, 1945
hope my ming was good and this Letter neaches you in S.F.

{
If it does noi, &t probably will fLead you a merry chase.” I wanted you
Lo get a Letten from me at each sLop on youn noute.

. . . . . .

The nadio is tunned on, and Eddie Canton is exerting himsetf.
He doesn't negisten too well with me. :
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ooooooo
ooooooo
ooooooo

ooooooo

October 15, 1945

ooooooo

ooooooo

1 may have umwittingly misled you on the subject of the necessity
gorn my taking some Law work. . . .

The Longen 1 study, naturally, the better off I am. And obviousty
1 will progress many times faster in a school with good teachers, and
adequate Librany,aand a course of study, than 1 can outsdide such a system.
So 1 believe it to our best interests for me to take some Law work.
Aften all, 1've been away from it for four years.

How much will be necessary on desinable 1 do not know. However,
thene is nothing mone centain in my mind than the fact that I will spend
no mone time 4in school than is necessany. 1 want fo be making money
gon us soon.

Another adv e to Law school i the fact that you are in close
contact with people who can secure poditions forn you. So, if I were 4in
a school, 1 could be studying and Looking for a good spot at the same
time with the added advantage of having ingluential persons (my progs)
to necommend me forn whatevern position 1 managed to dig up.

e o ¢ o o o

oee o o o o

The two government jobs that 1 think would be most profitably for
me to take are eithen (1) a Treasury job as suggested by (a) your father,
{b) my father, (c) Dean McCommick, (d) numerous attorney friends out
herne; on {2) a Justice dept. job, which should be fairly easy to secure
through political influence.

Now we are agreed on the desinability of spending our §inst year -
away grom home. The mone 1 think of this the more 1 am convgjcwed of
its wisdom. .Not.that I do not think we could get along well together
in Austin, Attu, on Tanganquika, but 1 think we willbbe the happier
Af we starnt ourn marriage among sthangens.
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ooooooo

October 16, 1945
The nadio announced a three point neduction in points effective

ooooooo

Nowthern New Mexééo 48 Lovely indeed, but not for us warm-bLooded
people in the winter. It is way, way below zer. I think New Ornleans
would be wondenful.

.. . We.could nun down to the coast at Pass Chnistian, Bay St. Louds,
Biloxi, on Gulfport, we could sail on the Lake on in Chadefewr Soun
(1 could show you where LST 240 took on its §inst carngo.) . . .

e o o o o

October 17),1945:

The news of Last evening 48 confirmed. On Dec. 1 T will have
enough points, and will stant on the red tape jowwney home. . . .

October 18, 1945

I'm agraid 1 should have gone into detail a bit about this Lieutenant
commander business. Actually, the Navy promoted all of us "&ieutenants,
super grade" who had stayed out of trouble. That's all 1 neally had o
do, honey. 0f counse, the idea is that many of us will choose to hemain,
but that isn't too much of a compLiment to my way of thinking.

ooooooo

Don'z get the idea that 1 am trying to be modest. 1'm not modest
at all. 1 know I eawed the promotion, but 1 would have received &t
anyway, 80 Lt can handly be held to be in recggnition of my senvices.
The C.0. had to include a statement of munub §on promotion on my
Last §itness nepont, which he did, but this is8 usual, too. Inedd ’
1 saw the §itness nepont, which was a good one, but not as glowing as the
one Capt. Walton gave me. He gave me a Stiong recommendation for promotion.

e o o e o
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October 20, 1945

Some time ago 1 wnote the West Publishing Company (Law books)
and had them send me the Southwestern Reporter Advance Sheets, which
contain the Latest Law cases. Recently 1 nead one whith should probe
that judges are human and gallantry 48 not dead.

The case was one of those sondid Little dramas of today, whene the
netunning wan heno gets involved with the high schoot girk,and 4is gonced
to mavy her. Naturally he neghets this, and sues fon annulment, asserting,
among othen things, that the girk was 0f easy vintue when he met her
and that the child was not his. 1In proof of this he attempted to introduce
a deposition from a witness who said that he had been intimate with the girl.

The trial judge nefused to hear the testimony on the grounds that
any man who would festify Lo such @ fhing was not Zo be believed! The
appellate count (Cournt of CLvik Appeals at San Antonio) upheld this view.

From a stnictly Legalistic point of view, 1 suppose the decision
may be cuiticized. But I feel the same way the judges did about it.

When 1 nead cases, I can almost see the Litigants telling thein
stonies, see thein attonneys wrangle. What a Lot of broken hopes and
dreams go to make up owr Litigation.

Honey, 1 think humans are much more intenesting than atoms.

Speaking of pitiful creatunes, thene is one of the saddest Looking
tom-cats you could imagine who inhabits pier K-7 in Pearl Harbon. 1 work
on this pier quite grequently, s0 1 am well acquainted with him. The poonr
fellow i8 as skinny as a nail in spite of the quantities of §ood on the
dock, and he has suffered a spinal injury which causes his backbone
to be crooked. Evenytime T see him it seems as though he has acquired
a ne;mbnp. But he's always happy to see me, because T always stop 2o
pet him.

1 don't know what makes me think of cats and annulments this evening,
sweetheant. Maybe because it has been a dreary day. The onty good thing
about these days is that at the end of them 1 am 24 hours closer Lo you,
my darnling.

October 21, 1945

Some time ago 1 mentioned that if it made no difference o you
1 shoutd Like fon a Rev. Tenney o perform the cenemony. Now since
we have decided on ALL Saints for the place, it has ocewuvied to me that
there might be a sLight difficulty in that Rev. Tenney is a Presbytenian.
Do pastons Lend thein churches for weddings conducted by ministens of
different denominations? 1 don't know the customs of the profession. . . . .
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War Diany, cont.
On the monning of Feb. 19, we moved a few hundred yards grom our

anchorage to the Line of departure off Eniwetok 18. and Launched our
LUT's with 106th negiment troops.

The big-shots had believed that there weren't any Japs on the istand,
40 the bombardment was strnictly perfunctory. Aften seeing the marines
ge,t a beautiful bombardment the day before the anmy boys could hardly
elieve that they were expected fo Land behind such a pitiful excuse
fon a bombardment.

To make mattens wonse, the beach selected had a high embankment
Ammediately behind it, which the LVT's could not climb. The Japs evidently
had this §igured out, because they Let the LUT's get piled up on the
navow beach (about 20 feet wide) with the men all bunched togethen climbing
out, and then they Let go with montars.

From where T was watching, a mile away, with a 16 power glass, 1
could tell it was plain butchery. What an easy job 1-felt I had, niding
around on a nice safe ship, with nothing but a few air raids fo worry about.

The island was taken in a couple of days, at a heavy cost. The C.O.

04 the 106th,ra negular army colonel, was broken completely in spirnit
i&tm the affain. 1 got to know him §airly well, and he congided o me

at this was his §inst and Last combat; that he supposed that he was
just too ofd to be able to stand seeing his men sLaughtered. Incidentally,
I have a Letter fnom Col. Aynes expressing appreciation for the treatment
I gave him & his men. (Mainly sharing my water supplies & fuwwmishing
some hot food))

About the 20 on 22nd, we took on board the marines again and moved
up to l(’afu’%’u. to make our Landing in the morning.
cont).

October 22, 1945

ooooooo

ooooooo

Fathern wnites that Dean McConmick thinks 1 am wise in picking
Columbia, because of Prof. McGill, the noted tax authornity. As T mentioned,
I am studying one of McGLLL's books now, "Taxable Income".

o oo 1.i4 a nelief, knowing that 1'LL have points on Dec. 1, although
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October 23, 1945

You can be swrte 1 checked up on the "G.1. BLLL" before 1 accepted
the nank of Lt. Cmdn. Do you think yourn intended was born yesterday?

Yestenday evening T was checking on the Loading of an LST 4in berth
K-6, here, whene 1T used to tie up 80 many times. The skipper of this
ship turned out %o be an ofd griend grom Solomons! He was in one of the
navigation classes 1 taught. We spent a couple of hours comparing notes,
telling about how Joe Blow got courtmarntialled, "Stinky" got shoit up
at Leyfe, ete.

ooooooo

ooooooo

War Diany, cont.

We were supposed £o Land on Parry 1s. one morning, but the Landing
was postponed 24 hass, because the marnines morale was all shot. These men
had seen thein §inst combat three days before on Engebi, where they were
badly shot up. Two companies were consolidated into one company, orn thiee
into two. So they did the intelligent thing for a change, gave the poon
devils an extra day's nest and the Japs an extra day's bombardment.

The only trouble was that when the decision was made to hold up
the Landing the connespondents had already §iled theirn stonies and tuned
Ain, 80 Zhe next day as we Lay off Parny 14§ the radio from the States
Zold of our Landing which wasn't going to come off until the day agtenr.

The Landing §inally came off, and the place was secwred in a couple
of days. Incidentally, you might nefer to the rough sketch may 1 sent
some days ago and see Japtan 18. This i8 where the artillery was placed
Lo girne on Parny, Lo coven the Landing.

It has always been a problem in these Landings o keep the artillery
gire on the beach until the Last possible instant, then move it inland
as the thoops Land. At Engebi, the planes dropped flares to signal the
gunnens when to Lift the cuntain, and this worked very well. But someone
gorgot to arnange this fon the Pay Landing so the antillerny kept on
pounding the beach as the LVT's moved in. Some of them nan into this
and Look casualiies, but most of them used thein heads and simply waited
of§ the beach until some aviatorn saw the situation and got word via nadio
o the adminal, who had the gunners Lift the barnage.

This 48 a typical sLip that costs Lives, 1t is also the type that
never, on rnanely, gets into print.

Pavy 1s. was the Last one with Japs on it, 80 by the 22nd gﬁ Feb.
(on the 23ad, T fonget which) Eniwetok Atofl belonged %o us, and the
240 node at anchon with the nest of the invasion §Leet at the south end

o4 the Lagoon.
Ténge. continued-
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Octoben 24, 1945

Thank you fon the book, Men Under Stress, which avvived in the
afternoon mail. 1t should be quite Tnfenesting to see how a psychiatrist
sees some of the things 1 have seen.

Today 1 visited the Civil Service Commission, and picked up a great
deal of useful information. . . .

ooooooo
ooooooo

ooooooo

October 26, 1945

1 got my gormal application for entrance into Columbia
Law School off today. 1t has been held up the past couple of days while
1 got a passport-size photo made. Enclosed is a copy. 1sn't it grightful?
Do you suppose they'tL admit me afier taking a Look at that picture?

Save the clipping and give it to me on our honeymoon, danking *
Gradde 18Le is near New Onleans, and 1 recall the incidents exceedingly
well, since I had the nesponsibility fonr the evaluation at SND. 1'2E
Zell you about the whole thing sometime.

I have heand that dischargees have been waiting but 12 to 24 houns
in San Francisco for nail transpontation. . . .

The cruiser you sawswas a 6,000-ton anti-aircna t cwisen, Your
descniption and sketch were good for a Layman. The ctenistic you
noted happens to be the distinguishing feature of that class of ships.
So step up and take a bow, sweetheart.

* wREPORT SUNKEN SUBS, GRAND ISLE,(lLa. (UP) --Summen visitons to this

istand paradise repont that they have been the silhouettes of two Nazi .

subs which wene believed to have been sunk in the Gulf of Mexico campaign,

but the Navy could never produce sufficient progf o convince the evaluation
board in Washington that men and ships and planes of the Eighth Naval District
had destroyed a U-Boat."
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~War Diany-
A couple of days after the conquest of Eniwetok was complete, I
was notified that six of us wene to stay and unload the cango ships, and
the nest to go back to Pearl.

LST 242 was ondened to come alongside me at :00 one morning and
give me his cargo of ammunition s0 that he could sail that afternoon.
What a job that tuaned out to be! That ammo had taken thained stevedones
48 how;éto Load in Peart and my sailons and his had to Zransgern it
in eight.

1t was a neal madhouse, with cases of ammunition falling down Lo
the next deck, smashfug: open, montar shells nolling around the decks, etc.
But it was done on schedule, and then 1 had twice as much ammunition as
1 stanted out with! What a headache! 1t was piled 6 geet high on deck
and neanly §illed my tank deck.

A day on s0 Later T was ondened to beach on a centain place
on Eniwetok 1s. and get nid of the ammo. 1 did noZ have a chance to
sound the approaches to the beach.

1 made this, my §inst beaching on conal after taking command (I had
beached her on sand 4in practice at St. Andrews Bay) about 4:00 PM. 1%
was a §ine job, if 1 do say s0 myself. But what a nasty swrpnise 1 had
in stone when the tide went out!

-cont-

Octoben 29, 1945

Darling, the S.F. Bay Area is always going o have a gofden haze
for me. Evenything thene is associated with you. Weren't we happy?

ooooooo

War Diany, cont.
When the tide ebbed 1 found my ship resting on a number of small,
;‘F‘L‘ka/r.p m}wﬂ "heads" on "§ingens". These stick up from the bottom something
(ke this.
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One of these had punched a hole in a §resh water tank, causing me
Lo Lose 15,000 gatlons of this precious fluid. The same head had caused
a stwetural membern to punch a hole from the nuptured tank into my pornt
shaft alley (whene the propellen shagt nuns). This Last hole was very
small, and the pumps controlled it readily.

The whole thing was absolutely unavoidable on my part. Muddy water
concealed these heads, T was not given time to examine the beach, and 1
put the ship exactly where ondenred.

Neventheless, T was apprehensdive about having the buck passed to
me, since Lt was a USN-3-stripen who made the mistake, and such are
never, never, wiong.

Hi8 (my group cmdn's) ship was beached about 100 yards to my starboard,
40 1 went down and neponted my damage. He was very much upset, and stanted
asking me if 1 couldn't have avodided it. 1 neminded him pretty coldly
that his ondens were entinely nesponsible fon the whole mess. With some
neluctance he admitted this, and then furthen, that he had sent me to
the tﬁnong ;:tﬁw anyway! 1 should have been sent to Pavy 15, 4 miles
Zo the nontn.

Sometimes 1 felt sorny fon poor Hwust. He was a tin-plated, 24 karat
phoney, but he was about to make 4 strnipes and consequently he was &cared
STL{f all the time. AL this point he was terified for fearn 1 couldn't
pull off the beach, and thus cause his blunder to come even more forcefully
to Adm. HiLR's attention. As a matten of fact, the probability is that he
Lold HiLE some yarn putting the blLame on me and covering up for himsels.
But 4§ I couldn't get off the beach, then HiLL would call me over for
an explanation and the fat would be in the fine for sure.

So the Cmdn. was very, very pleased with me when T pulled off, swung
out of the conal heads and nan up & beached on Pavy 1s, the afternoon
of the next daz Hene 1 got in touch with Col. Ayres, of the 106th
infantrny, and he sent wolcging parties who commenced unloading my Load
of ammunition.
-cont-

ooooooo

Octoben 29, 1945

1 see you had not seen Janet very Long beforne you picked up this
"Bachie" business. Please!

1 enfjoyed youn Japanese friend's Letten. The displacing of these
people 1 consider one of the most outrageous things in ourn history. 1 can

blame any of them fon becoming disLoyal under such cércumstances,
and those who nemained Loyal in spite of their persecution have a stronger
patriotism than 1.
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Tell hen by all means to come out here. Half the population is
Japanese, and they are centainly well treated. Indeed, they anen't
ntneated" any way. They ane on the same footing as anyone else and she
will centainly save henself that $1000, because any girk's Love Life
takes cane of itself out hexe.

ooooooo

1 thought you might be somewhat confused by the casual references
1 make to various big-shots in my war diary. So here are some of the
charactens in the play:

Cmdrn. Willie Hunst, USN, class of '24, was my group (12 8hips)
commanden. He was béld, fLonid, and exceedingly nervous. To him courtesy
to junions was an admission of inferionity, and he fawned on his senions.

Onethe sLightest provocation he Lost his head entirely, and 4ssued
the wildest sont of ondens. His curnsing over the voice radio was a feature
of atl operations.

Cmdr. Richand C. Webb, USN, class of '24, was a heavy set, greying,
gentleman with a neputation fon hitting the boitle during Limes 0f stness.
He commanded group 7 (my group was §), but he used my ship for a §Lagship
at Eniwetok, whene he had change of all LST's. 1 Liked him. He did dnink,
but never to excess while aboard 240. He §requently asked my advice,
and then showed his faith in it by acting on the advice. {He did this with
othen skipperns, too.] At finst 1 thought this a subtle way of flattenying
me, and naturally it pleased me, but mone than once I suspect he neally
needed the advice. My opinion of this officer is some better than that
of most of the skippenrs.

Capt. Lilland, USN, class of '24, was commander LST Flotilla 3
(groups 7, &, & 9) He was a cowrteous, enﬁeman&g sont of fellow, well
Liked by all his skippens. Hunst and Wegb, 1 think, were a bit fealous
0f him because he made Captain before they did. Hurst and Webb, incidentally,
hated each other openly and bitterly.

October 31, 1945

Another day, another cross on the calendar, and I'm 24 houns cloden Lo
closing my anms around you. Time goes so sfowly. 1L seems as though
each second pauses before it decides Lo pass on.
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I'm enjoying the book you sent tremendously. 1 was amused (and
nelieved] to nead that men who suffer from anxiety can be good soldiens
neventheless. 1 suffered very much §rom anxiety. So did anyone who took
thein nesponsibilities seniously. Of counse, the psychiatric casualiies
in my outfit were tremendous. However, it seemed to me at the time
and {t stiLL seems s0 that the nemedy Lay not s0 much in the selection
of the skipper (we had psychiatric screening) but in better administration
of the Amphibious Forces.

For instance, since hundreds of LST's were being built in '43 and
'44, we had to send about 10% of our bery best men back each month to
provide nucleus crews for these ships. This was neasonable enough in
principle, but 10% was pretty stiff in view of our heavy tuwnovern in
crews for othen neasons; desentions, sickness, accidents, ete. But at
the same time, some high-up had decided that instead of sending navy
cniminals Lo prison, it would be better to §righten would-be wrongdoens
by sending convicts to the wonst possible navy duty. This was decided
to be LST's, since eanly in the game it was §igured that we were practically
suicide people. (That did not happen that way, of couwrse.) So I sent
my best men back and had them neplaced with convicts, and anyone who
Lthinks that such a thing doesn't hit the monale of even a strong-minded
person a body blow he knows nothing of human nature.

Wan Diany-
During the three days 1 was on the beach on Pawny 1s., a number of
Antenesting things happened.

Finst, my ppor nosinils, which 1 thought were used to the foul
smells of war, were assailed by the most homnid odon 1 ever hope to
endure. Eniwetok is only eleven degrees (660 miles) nonth of the equaton,
and the sun was quite hot. There were about 700 dead Japs on Pawuy,
and by this time they wene about 7-10 days ofd. Our people had stacked
them up Like cond wood only a couple of hdandred yards upwind from us,
and the stink was ghastly. -

But this was not the wonst. There were some Live Japs Left, oo,
who roamed around at night, sniping and booby-trapping bodies. After
three on four men were Lost from the bunial parties, it was discovered
that the nascals were bwurowing unden the pile of ovewripe bodies in
the daytime. So the co¥onel had Zhe whileppiledduenbhddnitthagaséline
and touched off. It burned all day, and the ship was §illed with smoke,
the odor of which made the stenches of the previous day seem as attan
0f noses. Frankly, 1 had a difficult time eating.

-Cont-

Honey, 1'm telling you all this just as it happened, Leaving out
what 1 heard about, and telling only what 1 saw. Now if you don't want
ze to £eZ¥ you the ugly things, Like the above, just tell me and I'2L

eave Lt out.
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November 1, 1945

1t 48 only 24 howrs since 1 Last wrote, but the "November" Looks
40 nuch better than the "October" at the head of the fLetter. . . .

ooooooo

. . . The pension mattern 48 one you should be familian with. After the
Last war, the American Legion seized tight contrnol of the Veteran's Adm.
and nan £t as a private concern--on gov't money, of course. The big
selling point the Legion had thewy and has today is that they can get
youn f:;mswn forn you. O0f counse they can, and whether you mernit it

on not!

ooooooo

ooooooo

November 3, 1945

Pardon my continual comment upon the date, but I am preoccupied
with this these days. . . .

Good news dept: seven officens from my office got theirn orders
Nove.l; at Least give have already sailed. . . .

I am spending my Last menth here 4ua4:ﬂ;cem9 out the barge situation.
Barges are used extendively in discharging ships and transpornting cango
around Peark and to Honolulu. So 1've been put in charge of the Supply

Depot's banges (about 150), and the job promises Lo be sumprnisingly interesting.

-War Diany-

Aften three days, 1 pulled off the beach at Parvy 1s. and anchored.
The next day T was ondened alongside the USS Cambnaia, (R. Adm. Hawy HiER'S

fLagship) fon water.

When 1 got alongside at 5:00 PM, 1 found things in a beautiful
mess. The Cambria was giving me only 20,000 gallons of water Linstead
of the 125,000 1 needed. The Cambria nefused to take the excess ammunition
of§ my hands. (T1s4tiL had about 75 tons.) ,

ALso, 1 had been designated as a supply ship for the small cragt -
(PC's, YM's, SC's, LCT's, LCI's, ete.) 4in Eniwetok Atofl, s0 the Cambria
was using this as an excuse to dump thein spoiled meat on me. We ook
cane of this situation very neatly; we called the small craft alongside
owr outboard (free) side, Lssued them the good meat, and surveyed the
spoiled stuff§ oven the stern.
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The water and ammunition situation was serious, however.. So 1
called Cmdn. Hurnst on the nadio and asked him to straighten the situation
out with Adm. Hill. This, the chicken-hearted 50 and 80 wouldn'z do.
So T went up to see the Adminal (in my "forward area” unifoam,
shonts, bedroom sLipperns, open shirt, no insignia) and got mattens
straightened out napidly. The interview was rather amusing:
Scene: Flag bridge of the Cambria
AIDE: Adminal, this is the captain of the 240.
ADM: (genially) Well, what is it?
ME: Admirnal, yourn §lagship is giving me the old nrun around.
ADM:  (growning) How?

ME: TI'm trging Lo get nid of this excess ammunition, and 1 figured
Pearl was the best place to send it, but the Cambria won't take it.

ADM: Why did't you get nid of it on the beach?
ME: 1t won't §4t anybody's guns. Seems a Little mistake was made in Pearl.
ADM: Well, we'll take it. And now, how about your water?

ME: VYour engineer says his evaponatorns arne broken down and he can't
give me but 20,000--same old storny 1've been getting grom everyone.

ADM: How much do you want?

ME: 125,000

ADM: 1 thought you carnied only 120,000

ME: T said 125,000, 1§ I didn't have a hole in one tank I'd want 140,000.
ADM:  VYou'll get it--that's all.

As T walked off the bridge 1 thought, "In a pig's eye 1'LL get it;
he's Leaving tomornrow, and there isn't time." But I had underestimated
the adminal.

-Cont-

Sweetheart, Janet will have to have a good deal of volume for me
Lo hean hen singing at our wedding oven the singing o my heart.
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November 4, 1945

1 hope my deat mother did no dwell upon the fact that 1 was a
handsome child, on pull out some photos of me Labelled "age 2% mos."

A Letter §rom your gfathen came today, this iime on cnedit sLips.
1t neally amuses me to think of him casually neaching fon the nearest
thing that will serve as writing paper. Tneidentally, have you Zokd your
gamily of our plans?

ooooooo

War Diany-

1 got one episode out of place, or nathen 1 omitted another epidode
that beans telling. So at this point instead of Lying alongside USS Cambria
1 have just pulled off the beach at Pavy Is.

T was sent alongside a Liberty ship, the SS Laramie, to take part
0 hen cango and nun it into the beach. 1% took thrnee days to Load me,
with about 1000 tons of cargo, belonging to a marine 90 mm AA outfit.

About the second night some of the menchant crew got into the alcohol
on the Laramie, and they, the manines, and my men goi stinking dwunk.
1t's a good thing the Japs didn't come over that night. 1 Bave one
summary and thnee neductions in rating the next monning. Ad that was

Letting the boys off Light.

When 1 had my fuel Load, 1 beached on a gairly good beach at the
south end of Eniwetok 1s., and discharged my tank dec Load. 1 stikL had
a deck Load, but since the task gorce of Adm. HiLL was Leaving the next
day, 1 was called alongside the Cambria for water. At this point 1 Zake
up the stony where 1 Left off Last Letten.
About midnight (while alongside Cambria) 1 got a note §nom the
Adminal to get undeway and go alongside USS Indianapolis (heavy cruiser)
at 0200, ¢ all water they could spare, and then go alongside USS Louisv.itle
(heavy crwisen) and get the nest.

WelLl, honey, thexe was no moon and we were all blacked out. 1 made
the smoothest shiphandling job of my career going alongside the Indianapolis.
1 got 40,000 gaks grom hern, and then at 10:00 1 went alongside Louisville
and got 43,000 mone. This, with 42,000 grom the Cambria made the 125,000
the Adminal promised. So 1 put Hawry HiLE down in my books as a man
who keeps his wond.

--Cont--

Wekl, T suppose you will be shontly stanting the nound of social
functions incident to perpetrating matrimany. Have fun, swe eant,
but don't get all worn out. Remembe/c, we have a honeymoon to do.
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A stnenuous day today after a quiet and studious weekend. In addition
to anranging fon many barge moves, I had to check up on some dock trailers
at the West Loch Ammunition Depot, some 20 miles over bouncy road. But
all this makes the time pass faster.

Satunday and Sunday (this is Monday) 1 got in some good £Licks
at my studies. 1 have three books, McCommick and Ray, Texas Law 167
Evidence, McGiLe, Taxable Income, and Stumberg, Conflict of Laws. read
a chap¥en in one, Then in another, then another.” This method of study
is not neanly as efficient as study in Law school, but of cowrnse it 48
the best T can do for the present.

War Diany-

Aften getting all 125,000 gals, of my fresh water, 1 went back on
the beach on the south end of Eniwetok 1s, and commenced discharging
the deck Load. 1t should have taken but a few hourns, but 1 had Losi Zhe
fine 60 man party of CB's who had discharged the tank deck, and 1 had
Zo nely on a Lazy bunch of manines (this 90 mm outfit was not the pride
of the Manine Conps)

So we went far into the night on the discharge, instead of getting

P 0f§ on the evening tide. I was a bit wonried, since the beach 48 a bad

: place 2o be duning a raid, and we were within easy nange of a number of
( , Jap bases, and the moon was getting closer to §ull each night.

So it was non suwprise when, a bit after midnight we had the old
"oondition ned" come over the nadio. We went to C.Q. and settled back
to enjoy the show, Listening to the play by play over the voice nradio.

To the nonth the Japs had got some good hits in on Engebi; fires
were quite bright 20 miles away. To the south the Japs were dropping
numerous fLanes over oun screen, and occasional heavy 20mm gine indicated
some Low Level attacks.

Then we had about a half dozen Jpps come directly overhead at
about 15,000 feet. At that range my Little 3" gun could reach them but
with no chance of hitting, 80 I nefrained grom wasiing gov't ammo.

The 90mm guns on the beach, though, wene §ining Like mad in one of the
somniest exhibitions of gunnery 1 everysaw. (A manine captain grom the
outfit, whom the naid caught on board, was humiliated.)

Aften about 3% hourns of this nonsense, including a torpedo plane
who §lew thaough the whole mess of ships, causing us much alawm from
wild AA shots, we thought the rdid was over. Then whoosh!. about 100 yards
to pont there was a small bomb burst. We all hit the deck, withtthe
C.0. setting a fine example by being the finst to hit it. T know I was
§irnst becausde the gunneny offccen Landed on Lop of me.

A few second Laten 1 peered cautiously over the edge of the conning
towen, and that was the end of the nraid. .
-Cont-
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November 6, 1945

As T expected, you made admirens out of my family. 1 had a Letter
grom my gathern today which was v enthusiastic. 1 suppose it 48 not
the most impontant thing, but i 48 centainly a great help to have the
An-Laws 80 thoroughly in favor of you. .ii . .

Dad told me that my grandmother was on one side and my mothen
on the othen side of you, and naturally both were talking at the same
Luneh' . How dddiyou survive? VYou can see, I come by my tatkative sireak
onestly.

ooooooo

~War Diany-
1 got nid of my deck Load the next momning after the naid, pulled
04§ the beach and went alongside a newly awived Liberty ship. 1 had
;ﬁz begun to take cargo from hen when Hwwst, my group commander, aviived
(th some unpleasant news.

He told me that my ondens (grom Capt. Crews, atoll commander) wenre
to go to Engebi with the Liberty, and there I was to beach and discharge
what T had taken aboard. Funthen, that the beach conditions were exceedingly
bad, and that 1 had every prospect of ripping the bottom of the ship out.
He told me that he had protested vigornously, but fo no avail. However,
the Cmdn, said, 1 was the §inal judge of whethen the job could be done,
and that if 1 refused to nisk my ship he would back me up.

1 todd him that T would neserve judgement until 1 examined the
approaches to the beach, and that if the attempt could be made without
too much dangen, 1 would try it.

So that afternoon we both got undeway and moved 20 miles up Lo
Engebi, and there the Liberty dropped the hook and 1 again went alongside.
-Cont-

ooooooo

November 8§, 1945

I had a Zettern §rom Mothen today. VYou certainly won my family's
heants in shont onder. . . .

ooooooo

Mothen tells me Edgar Weller is home, s0 that is one of my good
friends who should be on hand. (He Lives in S.A.) Now if Bobby &
Walten Fisher ane in Austin then we should have a substantial portion
of the Austin tHigh School tennis team there! (Edgar, Bobby, Walter,
Ennest, § myself constituted 5 of the 6 man team my Senion year.)
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You see, T simply don't have a quiet place to study my Law. The
B 0 Q has too many inconsiderate people who play thein nadios Loudly,
dnink Loudly, and play poker Loudly. Since I'm wonking pretty hard this
Last month of my naval career, the week ends are the Limes I get mosi

of my studying done.

And darling, the way you referred to buying a new dress gor each
parnty I'm going to have to be a hell of a good Lawyer!

. ¢ & & o o .

November 9, 1945

The news is wonderful. 1 am to be neleased Nov. 16 on shontly
thereagten. That is, 1 was informed today that 1 could expect my onders
next Friday on the earnly part of the next week.

ooooooo

ooooooo

The transpontation situation is very good, with almost no one waiting
Longen than §ive days. Most of them get out in two on three. 1'LL
telephone grom the coast. . . .

November 11, 1945

ooooooo

A Littee while ago 1 came back to the room and found one of my
noemmates a bit under the weather grom ha:ui,nti dwunk about 1% quants of
whiskey today. We was Lying on his back with his mouth open noning
gently. So my other noommate § 1 got a medicine dropper § dropped some
Liquon between his Lips. He swallowed, smiled, and wiped his Lips with
the back O}LAW hand without ever waking up. So you see, it is possible
to drnink wniskey while entirely unconscious.

War Diarny- '
Fon three days 1 Loaded alongside the Liberty at Engebi, and each
day T went out 4in a small boat wo'tl:ﬁ a Lead Line and sounded the approaches
to the beach. The water was about 11 feet deep for 500 on 600 yards right
in to the beach, except fon a sand bar 10 feet six inches about 250 yards
out. 1 caleulated that T could get the stenn of my ship up Lo 11 feet
by proper airangement of ballasi and cargo.
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So when T was Loaded, 1 knew pretty well that 1 was not going Zo
be able 2o neach the beach, but 1 §iguwred that even if 1 tried & failed,
1 could pull off the sand bar without much damage.

So 1 got under way, and headed in between the coral heads, and
stuck on the sandbar. 1 got off, as anticipated, swung around, and
anchoned about a thousand yands out.

In the meantime an officen from the staff of the group commander
had come up and informed me that T was supposed to get discharged and be
neady to sail fon Tarawa night away. 1% took a day to get nid of the
cargo. We brought thucks into the tank deck with LCM's, Loaded them
thene, and took them to the beach with the same LCM's. 1t was a highly
efficient discharge, and my group commander was very pleased.

So the next afterncon 1 went back down to Eniwetok 14, and Late
that agternoon, Manch 20, we got undeway.

March 22 we stopped in at Kwajalein, and got underway the same day
again fon Tarawa, where we awrived March 25.

-Cont-

 Sweetheant, the fact that 1'm coming home shontly 4is Like a wonderful
dream. 1'm 40 happy that 1 think with a §avorable wind 1 could jusi take

044 and gLoat home.
November 12, 1945

Today fowr yeans ago 1 reponted for active duty in New Onleans.
1 was an ensign, and to me, a Lieutenant commander was a real big-shot.

Sweetheant, we see eye to eye on 40 much I wonder what we are going
Zo have to angue about . . . . Just as you said, there is no point in
anguing with these ganatical Roosevelt-hatens. Only the othen day 1
discovered that an officer 1've been working with daily happens Lo be
a RepublLican and he discovered that I'm a Democrat. And we'd had something
in the Line of business to discuss every day for more than a year.

And T Like your attitude about the way your uncle Lutcher ragged
Tom about the Navy. Everything you quoted your uncle as saying about
the Navy is thwe, but I would never say them to Tom. 1 have neminded
myself that the next time 1 nun Lito Tom I must be careful what 1 say.
For he has as complete and fine a Loyalty foward the Navy as you could
find. Sometimes 1 think faith and Loyalty may be a bit more Kmpontant
than the strict truth. '

My father's pokitics are probably a bit more Eitenak than my own . . .
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ooooooo
ooooooo
ooooooo
ooooooo

I'm 80 happy!
November 13, 1945
1 saw my ondens today. 1'RL be detached here Nov. 17.
1 suppose 1 should have told you that specializing in taxation
will most Likely mean we can't Live in Austin. 1t neally isn't big
enough to have a great deal of tax wornk to do.

Howeven, 1 neally think you are being too fearful about our being
dominated. . . .

ooooooo

Don't wyvy about yowr dominating me, either. That neminds me
of my sisten Sally. VYou know, she is definitely on the strong-minded
s4de, and she knows Lit. . . . :

ooooooo
ooooooo

ooooooo

November 14, 1945

Go ahead and commit me to the Cravens' panty if you wish. And
1o whatever parties before the wedding also, 80 Long as they don't defay
the event. (As the Navy would say, Lets put this "on a no-delay basis")
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ooooooo

The Sanatoga Left today clearning out everyone presently waiting
transpontation. So there should be almost no one ahead of me when 1 check
in at the staging center Saturday. . . .

ooooooo

ooooooo

November 16, 1945

1 got my ondens today, although 1'm not officially detached until
tomornow. In the moaning 1'2L nepont o the Staging Center at Maunaloa
Ridge forn trhansporntation. . .

War Diary-

A couple of howrs agten 1 had dropped the hook at Tarawa, 1 got
ondens to move down about 10 miles & beach on a sand causeway near Mullinix
field on Eita 1s. A pilot was sent over, since the approach was tricky.

He was Sam Page, a nenegade Englishman who sailed schoonens around these
watens in peacetime. 1 knew him grom the Last Lime 4in.

Page did a good job, and we soon began Loading the impedimentia of
a couple of aviation headquarters outfits. (7th Bomber Command and
11th Bomben Group, AAF)

Before 1 went up £o Eita 1s, 1 had received a foolish onder from
R. Adm. Jones, the Atofl Commander. He dinected me by dispateh Zo retract
and nebeach each high tide to avoid getting stuck. This sounded good,
but it would have resulted in wrecking the ship if 1 had trnied it at
mghtb So 1 simply stanted the engines each tide and Loosened the -ship
up a bit.

Théoship was Loaded in a couple of days, and then I goit a shock.
T was stuck! So 1 commenced preparations for getting off on the evening
tide (my §ailure was on the monning tide) 1 sent men under the ship with
fine hoses to cut the mud away grom the bottom. We put out an extra anchox.
We got an LCT to pull and two big bulldozens to butt on the bow. At the
same time the engines would back §ull and the stern anchon winch would
heave on the stern anchon wire. The plans were good and 1 was pretty

sune of getting off.

In the meantime the Adminal sent a messengen around who discovered
that 1 had §launted the Admiral's ondens about netracting and rebeaching.
So then the Adminal sent fon Cmdrn. Hunst and gave him hell because 1 -
had disobeyed ordens.

Poon Hunst was just about to make captain, and this drove him
absolutely g§rantic. He jumped in a boat and came 10 miles Lo see me.
1 saw him jump §rom the boat and aun up the dock half out of breath, and
say "You didn't really do it did you? You surely didn't disobey the :
Adminal's onden?"



When 1 told him it was trwe it was Like hitting the poor fellow.
However, T went on and explained the circumstances and he calmed down.
"You were absofutely night" he said. "Now just tell the Admiral all
that and 1'm sure=-=I1 hope--things will be alrnight."

So 1 called up the Admiral and told him the stony. He didn't Like i%.

That evening 1 pulled off with the aid of all the arrangements
1 descnibed above. 1 called Huwst on the nadio and told him 1 was off,
which was good news, and then the bad news that the Admirnal was 8L
displeased. That got a most hearntrending groan out of him.

Just to make things official, 1 wrote the Admiral an official Letter
stating in detaill just why 1 had chosen to disobey his ondens. Nothing
ever came of it, and 1 never worried.

~Cont-

November 18, 1945

ooooooo
ooooooo

ooooooo

Does my "warn diany" neally sound Like 1 never made any mistakes?
Remember the one I made at Kwajalein in Launching my LVT's Zthe §inst Lime?
And T haven't come to my prize mistake yet. (I mentioned it in a note
on the back of a photograph.) Theeggod thing about my mistakes was that
my Guardian Angel abways saw to it that Little harm came grom them.

. . . Stuce I'm detached grom my duties, and all 1 have to do 48 wait,
I'm getting plenty of studying done.

November 19, 1945

Apparently 1 Let my optimism run away with me Lin §iguning that
1 could get out of here in three days. . . .

Got a Letter from Ennest today telling me how pleased he was with
yourn visit. . . . ‘
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November 21, 1945
I'm a newous wreck! For 45 minutes 1 waited to see whether I was

goding to get on a ship sailing this afternoon, for San Diego. 1I'm on,
and Leave 4in a couple of hours.

The ship should awrive about Nov. 2§, at Least within a day of
that date

ooooo
.......

ooooooo

Novemben 27, 1945

As T told you in the humnied note 1 wrote you on Nov. 21, my

transportation came up on a moment's notice. That Letten was written
about 3:00 PM, and we got underway at 5:00 PM.

The tnip has been very enjoyable. The good good, the quarters
excellent, and the weathen fain. The vessel, incidentally, is the
USS Wasateh (AGC 9), a "command" ship, §itted out with great care for
high-nanking oggicens.

Tomorow morning (Wednesday) we get into San Diego . . . .

Day begforne yestenday made §ive months since we wene Last togethenr.
I never want to Let it be five hours again!

December 3, 1945

1 have §inally been assigned transpontation. 1 Leave here
Wednesday (Dec. 5) moaning and arrnive in Camp Wallace Saturday morning.

ooooooo

ooooooo

1t was wonderndul to hear your voice over the telephone. . . .

Had a good walk this monning, and was able Lo identify several
westenn binds that 1 have never seen before. 1 am considerably handicapped
by Lack of §ield glasses, however. I patiently stalk some nervous Little
bind for an hour on s0, and then §ind that 1 can get him nawrowed down
only to a choice Between two on three species.

What do you think of some hikes through the hills when 1 get home? .



v 7o

5%
-~ Decemben 1, 1945

( Hene it is Satunday, and T am no closer to home than T was when
I got here three days ago. We docked in San Diego at 10:00 AM, and
by 11:30 T had checked in here at Camp ELLiot (11 miles out of Zown),
and was thying to get you on the telephone.

Aftern several hours with no success 1 called home and found out
§rnom Mother that you had gone to Dallas on a shopping expedition. 1 shatl
thy again én the telephone this agternoon.

Day befone yestenday 1 took a Long hike in the park, went through
the zoo, and Looked at the binds. The California coast hene 4is 80 much

Like that around San Francisco that 1 thought of Little else than our
wllks together there.

Danting, it will be only a few days now, but the waiting is stitl
no easien. The closen it gets the monre eager 1 get.

Now T shall go over to the publLic telephone and stant calling you again.
1 Love you!
Bach
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